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First annual NECC Winter Ball 


Sponsored by the 
Gay/Straight Alliance 


chapter 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


The Gay/Straight Alliance at 
NECC is sponsoring a Winter Ball 
semi-formal on Dec. 8, in what is 
the culmination of a semester that 
has shown an overwhelming 
increase in membership for the 
club. 

The GSA began the semester 
with only four members and cur- 
rently has 40 registered members, 
making it one of the largest clubs 
on campus according to Jacob 
Friend, the club’s treasurer. 

“We’ve gone from such a small 
group to such a big group so quick- 
ly,” Friend said. 

Given the success of the club 
this semester, Ethan Santiago, the 
club’s president, hopes the upcom- 
ing Winter Ball will also be a suc- 
cess. 

__ The event is being billed as the 
first annual Winter Ball and 
Santiago said if it does well the 


GSA will hold the event every year. 

The Winter Ball will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 8, from 6 p.m. to 11 
p.m. in TC103 on the Haverhill 
campus. 

The GSA is currently holding a 
ball ticket presale where students 
can buy tickets for $5, which 
admits two. Tickets will cost $7 at 
the door. 

Santiago said there will be a 
live DJ, playing all types of music, 
who will take requests and also that 
food will be available at the dance. 

The club has raised money for 
the event by recently holding a 
turkey raffle, bake sale and junk 
sale. 

According to Friend, the club 
has raised over $350 thus far, with 
all proceeds going to the dance. 

Funding is one obstacle the 
GSA has had to overcome on its 
path to success this semester. 

Since the GSA is considered a 
new club it is not yet receiving 
funding from the Student Activities 
fund, so the club had to raise all of 
its money on its own. 

“We started off with nothing, 
no money, and we’ve managed to 
raise everything we’ve made so 
far,” Santiago said. 

Although NECC had a GSA 


club on campus in the past, the club 
had since been closed. 

“J got to this school and looked 
for it and there wasn’t anything 
there. GSA was gone,” Santiago 
said. 

Santiago and others worked to 
revive the club on campus last 
semester, and the GSA was then 
approved as a new club. 

Other students, such as Sara 
Fleming, expressed the same inter- 
est as Santiago in seeking out the 
GSA on campus. 

“T looked for it last year and I 
couldn’t find it. Last year, when I 
showed up there was no one there, 
so when I saw the flyers this year I 
went hoping people would be there 
and there was,” Fleming said. 

There certainly have been peo- 
ple at the GSA meetings, a lot of 
people, according to Friend and 
Santiago. 

The meetings, which are held 
on Fridays at 12 p.m. in C108, have 
been so full that according to 
Santiago the club needs a bigger 
room next semester. 

During a meeting earlier this 
semester, featuring a faculty panel 
discussion as part of Coming Out 
Week, many club members 
remarked at how full the classroom 


was. 

“TI remember when it started it 
was only three people in the room, 
now it’s full; I think it’s wonder- 
ful,” Michelle Downer said. 

The popularity of the club has 
also prompted the GSA to hold a 
second informal meeting on 
Wednesdays. 

“There was a big push for a 
second meeting during the week. A 
lot of us thought that it was too 
long of a wait (until Friday),” 
Friend said. 

“A lot of the GSA has become 
really close knit. The fact that it 
has become such a big group and 
we're still so close is really amaz- 
ing,” Friend said. 

Another obstacle the GSA faces 
is the perception some people have 
of the club. 

“Some of the straight people 
who come to the GSA meetings... 
their friends say ‘oh, you're 
gay?’...they think it’s only for gay 
people,” Santiago said. 

In particular, with regard to the 
Winter Ball, Santiago is aware that 
promoting the dance as a GSA 
sponsored event might deter some 
students from attending, who 
assume it is only for gay people. 

“We want people to know that 


the GSA isn’t scary; they’re intimi- 
dated by it when they hear it’s the 
GSA (sponsoring it). We just want 
people to have fun, come and enjoy 
the event,” Santiago said. 

Santiago wants to promote the 
Winter Ball as “a bunch of people, 
getting together, dancing, making 
friends.” 

“I think NECC is a very friend- 
ly school, people just need to be 
brought together,” Santiago said. 

The dance, like the club, is 
open to all students, not just for 
gay people but straight people as 
well. 

“You don’t have to be gay to 
come to the GSA,” Friend said. 

“To go to the GSA all you have 
to be is cool and open minded,” 
Santiago said. 

According to Santiago more 
than half of the members of the 
GSA are straight, and that one does 
not have to be gay to support the 
GSA. 

Cheryl Wilson echoed that sen- 
timent when she spoke at the 
GSA/Coming Out Week faculty 
panel discussion earlier this semes- 
ter. 

“To have straight people be 
supportive is just the coolest 
thing,” Wilson said. 
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Online classes help students 


For students with the right kind 
of self-motivation, online classes are 
an excellent opportunity. But they 
can also fill another role. 

In the current economy, schools 
like NECC are being hit hard with 
budget crunches. Combine that with 
the increase in minimum class sizes, 
and you will notice that more and 
more classes are being canceled, or 
not offered at all. This is really a 
shame because college is a time of 


and healthy for every student to take 
at least one easy, different and enjoy- 
able class every semester. Doing this 
not only staves off boredom and 
burnout, but it can also expand some- 
one’s world. 

Often enough we learn the most 
about ourselves by trying new and 
different things. This is where online 
classes come in. If we increased the 
amount of online classes, but made 
most of the new classes the sort of 
specialty programs that aren’t being 
offered more here on campus, then it 
would be of great benefit to the stu- 
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As a young Latino I 
question what going 


on with everyone else 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Granted 
Hispanic 
Heritage 
Month is well 
behind us now 
*% and during 

Sep. 15 to Oct. 
15 I didn’t 
_ write any 
columns on 
|] this topic 


despite being Latino. I should’ve 
seized the opportunity and delivered 


a rousing tribute to all those who 
have made a name for themselves 
recently and paved the way for the 
next wave of young aspiring Latinos 
ooking to get their own. 

What I did take the time to notice 
was that despite that I didn’t write 
anything in during Hispanic Heritage 
month I didn’t get any submissions 
regarding the subject either. I may be 
the only Latino member of the 
Observer staff but I definitely am not 
the only Latino student at this col- 
lege. I don’t want to come across like 
I’m ranting or scolding the Latino 
community, but I can’t help, but feel 
like there is a huge deal of apathy 
coming from many of my peers. 

Latinos currently represent 15 
percent of the populatign in the 
United States and it is speculated that 
we'll be 30 percent by 2050. We’re 
have become too large to ignore and 
now posses the ability to have signif- 
icant effects in this country. I’m just 
hoping that these effects are for the 
_ better. 

I feel like the drive and work 
ethic that drove their parents and 
forefathers to this country isn’t there. 
I mean some of us are doing pretty 
well for ourselves look at New 
Mexico governor Bill Richardson for 
example, the only Hispanic governor 


What are police 
doing detail work 
really doing? 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


Over the 
; past few months 
the amount of 
road work has 
tripled due to 


the looming 
winter months. 
Some of the 


work has been 
going on for at 
least the entire fall so far. With road 
work, comes policeman on detail. 
The worst part of it all is that the 
police on detail work are not carrying 
out their responsibilities while on 
duty. I mean they are getting paid a 
pretty ridiculous amount of money to 
do something that seems, for the 
most part, not too difficult. 

In most cases, the shoulders are 
just being worked on or blocked off, 


I’m not very proud 


in the United States. He is serving 
his second term as governor and has 
won both elections by landslide vic- 
tories and will most likely be presi- 
dent elect Barack Obama’ choice for 
commerce secretary. 

Prior to his perjury controversy 
and Patriot Act involvement, former 
United Sates Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzalez was also a role 
model. Aside from being the first 
Hispanic United States Attorney 
General he was also regarded as a 


product jokes? 

Who can we cast the blame on 
for this odd standing the Latino com- 
munity is in? Is it the media, the 
music or maybe it’s just me. Am I 
pretending to be something I’m not 
and am I the one who is out of touch 
as opposed to everyone else? 

I’m sorry to say but Latinos have 
lost their identity. For example the 
popular Latino music of the day is 
reggaeton which has more in com- 
mon with top 40 hip-hop and R&B 


peas ean 


Am I the one pretending to be some- 
thing I’m not and am I the one who is 
out of touch as opposed to everyone 
else? I’m sorry to say but Latinos have 


lost their identity. 


~ 


moderate amongst conservatives as 
he wasn’t against abortion or affirma- 
tive action and opposed torture. 

Other notable Latinos in main- 
stream American culture include 
author and journalist Jorge Ramos 
who has interviewed the likes of 
Fidel Castro, Hugo Chavez and Bill 
Clinton and has penned seven books. 
Academy award nominated director 
Guillermo Del Toro has also garnered 
a lot of press for his unique visual 
style. Other notable latinos are actors 
Gael Garcia Bernal who is best 
remembered for his interpretation of 
Emesto “Che” Guevara in the 
acclaimed film “The Motorcycle 
Diaries” and Academy Award nomi- 
nated Benicio Del Toro. 

These people are just some of the 
notable Latinos I can mention that 
serve as examples to the rest of us. 
Which promptly brings up a set of 
questions. Where did we go wrong? 
How come we don’t get the credit we 
deserve? And why are we the punch 
line of endless telemundo and Goya 


What are the 


so they just have to make sure that 
the cars are traveling at an appropri- 
ate speed and avoiding the construc- 
tion. In this situation I find that most 
of the cops are turned around talking 
to one of the workers who is also not 
doing their job properly. At this point, 
I am just a tad discouraged that my 


than anything else. 

I guess these feelings began to 
arise about two weeks ago when in a 
fit of boredom I switched the channel 
to MTV’s Latino branch, MTV 
TR3S. I don’t know if it was destiny 
but they happened to be giving a 
countdown program called 
“Wannabe Latinos.” I sat there and 
watched the show and noticed how 
horribly stereotyped the Latino com- 
munity was and maybe that was the 
reason my peers are so uninterested 
in bettering themselves. 

Even the ads in between were 
offensive to me. One in particular 
involves a young man describing the 
13 reasons why he is “Latino” or why 
he is by MTV’s standards. Look it up 
on their website under MTV TR3S 


rants if you want to laugh at the 


absurdity. 

Anyways back to the show, what 
I found interesting was that they 
brought up people like Shakira and 
Jennifer Lopez as representatives for 


police 


merry way I suppose. 

The one situation that kills me, 
literally, is when a lane is blocked 
off due to the work on that side of 
the road. Usually there are two or 
more cops on detail work to direct 
traffic accordingly. Yet I have dis- 
covered that most of the time, they 


iG. 


This whole thing shaved a few years off 
my life due to the anxiety that nearly 
suffocated me, but also instilled a pure 
hatred for road work and the police 
that are in charge of conducting traffic. 


job does not entail that I can stand 
around and talk to my fellow col- 
leagues so leisurely. Now I under- 
stand that sometimes the weather is 
quite inclement so I give them some 
credit to standing outside and endur- 
ing it, but again, most construction is 
cancelled when it reaches a certain 
point, and they can go along their 


are doing the exact opposite. Most 
likely they are standing in a central- 
ized location of the construction, 
talking, or just kind of checking out 
the surrounding nature. This is no 
way to direct traffic let me tell you. 

In one case, I was cautiously 
approaching a construction site that 
was turned into one lane and took it 


bs 


say 


anet 
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Is tasteless comedian Carlos Mencia somebody 
Latinos really should be proud of? 


the latino community. First of all 
Shakira has bleach blonde hair and 
she belly dances, last time I checked 
those aren’t Latino traits. I would 
call those corporate gimmicks in 


order to sell records, but that’s just 


me. 

Another thing I found absolutely 
hilarious was that Madonna appar- 
ently is a fan or representative of 
Latino culture. It’s more like she 
mangles the culture and becomes a 
horrible stereotype, but then again 
she’s been an MTV staple since the 
Stone Age or whenever she came 
onto the scene. 

After this joke of a television 
program they began to play reruns of 
sketch comedy show “Mind of 
Mencia.” I have to say Carlos 


Mencia is probably the worst come- 
dian of all time. Aside from the fact 
that the punch line to all of his jokes 
seems to be something about mental- 
ly handicapped people he also is.a 
poor representative for the Latino 
community. I guess it’s because of 
people like him is that I work twice 
as hard in order to show that Latino 
people are hard- working. 

I guess the reason I’ve subcon- 
sciously distanced myself from the so 
called Latino community is because 
I’ve grown tired of having to prove 
myself or trying to my peers. Unlike 
most of them I’ve actually lived in a 
Hispanic country (Dominican 
Republic) and I understand the cul- 
ture and the history firsthand. 


paid for? 


upon myself to proceed because 
there was no one to contribute to the 
decision making process. Just as I 
thought there was no oncoming traf- 
fic, a car speeding through a stop 
sign came racing straight towards 
me. Cool. Now of course you would 
expect them to correct their ways, or 
oh let’s say a cop would intervene 
on the situation, but neither occurred 
and I was pretty much petrified at 
this point. Now I avoided this near- 
death experience by also stepping on 
the gas and sped forward to get the 
two-lane safe haven. Yet, at this 
point I was making obscene gestures 


at the person driving, their passen- 
ger (who was freaking out at the sit- 
uation as well), the cops and even 
the workers. 

This whole thing shaved a few 
years off my life due to the anxiety 
that nearly suffocated me, but also 
instilled a pure hatred for road work 
and the police that are in charge of 
conducting traffic. Now, there are a 
handful of hard-working cops out 
there that actually do their jobs 
while on detail work but unfortu- 
nately I have not encountered them 
on duty. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Lessons learned from Joe the Plumber 


Economic class 
struggles are still 


prevalent today 


By K.M. MALPIcA 
Contributing Reporter 


The discussion topic in my cul- 
tural anthropology course last week 
was class and social mobility. The 
question was: How socially mobile 
are we, actually, in America? 

I couldn’t resist the great exam- 
ple from the recent pre-election 
debate, centered on Joe 
Wurzelbacher, aka Joe “the 
plumber.” This no longer average Joe 
was thrust onto the national stage by 
McCain in the final debate before the 
election, who seized on a political 
opportunity to bring the hot button 
issue of economic concern into the 
national consciousness. 

Joe’s story came to epitomize the 
plight of a typical working class 
American, trying to improve his life 
and financial standing, by purchasing 
the plumbing company he works for, 
and therefore achieving “the 
American Dream” of upward mobili- 
ty. McCain’s fear-based rhetoric was 
that “the American Dream,” Joe’s 
dream, would be threatened by 
Obama’s tax policy, which promises 
to cut taxes for poor and working 


class families, raise taxes on the 
the 
wealth,” a phrase repeated over and 


affluent and “redistribute 
over again. 

This divisive scare tactic was a 
clear attempt to appeal to middle 
class Americans who hoped to move 
up the economic and social ladder 
and join the ranks of the upper class, 
while painting Obama as a socialist 
Robin Hood, who would rob from the 
rich and give to the poor. While 
McCain’s divide and conquer strate- 


class families in this time of instabil- 
ity. The current economie crisis and 
roller coaster in the financial markets 
has been front and center in the news 
and foremost in the minds of 
Americans and the world. This issue 
affects every one of us, including stu- 
dents seeking financial aid and loans, 
single parents and working adults 
going back to school. 

Most of us don’t want to admit 
that America is a highly class-con- 


scious society. Since the 1970's, 


a < a ae 


Since the 1970’s, 


there has been a 


discouraging trend of economic disparity 
in the United States, especially amongst 
the middle class and poor. 


gy obviously failed to convince 
enough voters to elect him, it did suc- 
ceed in creating a flurry of attention, 
not only around Joe, but the larger 
issues of social mobility and status. It 
sent a message that class warfare is 
still alive and well in this country and 
rearing its ugly head in American 
politics. 

This debate fanned the flames of 
the already heated public discourse 
revolying around the pressing finan- 
cial concerns faced by most working 


there has been a discouraging trend 
of economic disparity in the United 
States, especially amongst the middle 
class and poor. While there are more 
self-made billionaires than 30 years 
ago, there has not been such income 
inequality since the era of the robber 
barons of the late 19th century. Under 
President Bush’s tax policy, the rich- 
est 400 tax payers pay the same per- 
centage of their income as those 
making $50,000/yr; those making 
over $10,000,000 now pay less than 
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those making $100,000-$200,000. 

Meanwhile, skyrocketing health 
care costs, college tuition, food and 
fuel prices are putting an added bur- 
den on working families. In case 
you’re wondering, Joe, the now 
mythic figure, is not even a licensed 
plumber, and has a lien on his house 
for unpaid taxes! Despite this, he 
continues to publicly disparage those 
of lower socio-economic status, wel- 
fare recipients and others that he con- 
siders lazy and undeserving of help. 

In Joe’s recent interview with the 
Guardian, UK he stated: “Basically 
it’s wrong to take money away from 
people who work hard. There’s guys 
out there who make their obligatory 
one phone call a week, supposedly 
looking for work, and then they go to 
the welfare office, looking for a 
cheque. My money shouldn’t go 
towards them. They don’t do any- 
thing. They don’t contribute to socie- 
ty - they take away from it. And I 
have a problem with people like 
that.” 

When asked whether his world 
vision was a harsh one in which only 
the fittest prosper, Wurzelbacher 
replied: “That’s always been the way 
of things. It’s not necessarily the sur- 
vival of the fittest. In some cases, it’s 
the smartest. In sports, it’s the 
strongest.” 

Wurzelbacher has been branded 


an extremist by many Democrats, but 


Obama himself has avoided criticis- f 


ing the plumber except to remark ff 
that; “for all the ‘Joe the plumbers’ 
opposed to redistribution, there are 
also ‘Joe the hedge-fund managers” 
who make far more substantial 
sums.” 

This social Darwinian attitude 
expressed by Joe, and so many oth- 
ers, has long been a tool of those who 
fail to consider the myriad of factors 
and life chances that contribute to 
success and upward social mobility, 
including family background and 
class, gender, education and the oh so 
taboo subject of race, another factor 
in this election. In Joe’s case, you 
could say, it’s the survival of the 
luckiest. 

Ironically, Obama’s tax policy 
will actually benefit Joe, even if he | 
does become licensed and buys the © 
business from the two partners that 
own it. He’s now writing a book 
about “the American Dream,” has 
discussed running for Congress and | 
has seized on his unexpected fame in 
a truly American fashion. Given our 
societies pension for sensationalism 
and public spectacle, perhaps Joe 
will, indeed, be able to achieve “the 
American Dream” and retire from 
plumbing all together. As for the rest 
of us, we gan only hope to be discov- 
ered in 2012! 


| 
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Black Friday musings and ob 


A fair warning of not 
getting caught up in 
holiday shopping 


By RYAN JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Witei betes bh 
Halloween gone 
as quick as it 
oval om “ec a: 
Christmas is 
Fea pal dor ry: 
approaching, 
and this year the 
W economy 
consumers 
thinking twice before going on a 
spending spree. 

Recent results from Gallup polls 
show that a record high 35 percent of 
consumers say they plan on spending 
less money on Christmas than last 
year. The poll also showed only a 


has 


mere 9 percent consumers said they 


planned on spending more. 

“Times are tough right now, and 
we just can’t afford to keep spending. 
Everyone’s just going to have to cut 
back a little,” said NECC student 
Andrew Anc. 

Another poll shows where con- 
sumers plan on doing the majority of 
their shopping, and the results show 
that an overwhelming 83 percent of 
people say they’ll be more likely to 
shop at discounted or department 
stores, as opposed to about 50 per- 
cent of people who said they planned 
to shop at specialty stores. 

The only other time Christmas 
spending expectations looked this 
weak according to polls was in 1991, 
the first holiday season after the 
recession, which had consumers 
planning to spend 33 percent less on 


| gifts. The Census Bureau’s results for 


department store sales since 1993 
have been shown to have an average 
increase of 5 percent annually, up 
until 2007, which only rose 1.7 per- 


_ cent. Given our current economic sit- 


oe 
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uation, it can almost go without say- 
ing that that percentage will fall or at 
best remain about the same. 

So how can you make it through 
the holidays this year? Well your best 
bet is to set a limit and stick to it, 
overspending is an enormous issue in 
the United States, and at this point in 
time we are in no position for frivo- 
lous spending. Try to keep shopping 
within department stores or discount 
stores seeing as how they are the 
hosts of most sales you'll find this 
season. And lastly, lay off the credit 
card. Recent reports from the 
American Bankers Association show 
that it now takes the average person 
until July to clear their Christmas 
credit card debt. 

In trying times like these where 
money is tight, and expectations are 
high, it is important that you live 
within your limits, and try not to dig 
yourself a hole financially that you 
aren’t prepared to climb out of. 
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The recollection of 
my Black Friday 


shopping 
By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


Out of all 
» the crazy things 
> that I have done 
I over my lifes- 
pan I believe 
that participat- 
Sing in Black 
Friday this past 
week tops the 
charts. Not only 
did I participate but also encouraged 
this activity to happen. It all started 
after the feast was over, and every- 
one was about to explode due to the 
massive amounts of food and drink 
that were consumed over the span of 
the day. Instead of suffering in my 


state of obesity, my ADD kicked in 
and I wanted to be active. We sat for 
a few minutes and plundered our 
brains for things to do but we essen- 
tially came up with nothing because 
everything closed for 
Thanksgiving. Then, an epiphany 
came over me, the Wrentham 
Outlets. 

News of the outlets came to me 
over one of three Thanksgiving din- 
ners that I attended that day, when 
my cousin’s relatively new wife 
mentioned that her family was going 


Was 


to be leaving for the outlets prompt- 
ly after dinner to secure a spot in line 
at their desired store. After hearing 
this, I started asking questions about 
when it opened, what stores and so 
on and so forth. Immediately I was 
perplexed to why they would need to 
leave so early when the stores didn’t 


even open until midnight, mind you 
it was three in the afternoon. Also, I 
just didn’t understand the concept of 
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Does everyone become brainless zombies who are willing to spend all their dis- 
posable income when it comes to consumerism and early morning discounts? 


servations 


the madness. 

So when we were shuffling 
through our thoughts to determine 
what we were going to do that night, 
I was pleasantly surprised that I was 
reminded of this special occurrence. 
My friend reluctantly tagged along. 
The hour and a half ride down 495 
came to a screeching halt when we 
encountered about an entire exit 
length of traffic. Apparently we did- 
n’t leave early enough and didn’t 
take that advice of my cousin’s wife. 
After waiting in traffic for a bit we 
were then directed into an already 
full parking lot by about 20 police 
officers and 60 volunteer parking 
attendants, who ‘assumed roles of 
authority when they were handed the 
glow sticks and started to direct 
vehicles into parking spaces. 

I did not realize the craze of 
these outlets until I arrived. I was 
overwhelmed by the amount of peo- 
ple that were there. After*doing a 
once-around, I was a little deterred 
from shopping. There were lines that 
were 300 people deep already and 
the stores weren’t ready to open for 
another hour. Then, I encountered a 
shirtless man that was stalking 
around after his friends. Looks like 
the craziness was getting to him as 
well. Although it was freezing out, 
sweat was dripping off him, I know 
this because he just happened to get 
that close to me. It was hard to just 
walk around on the sidewalk due to 
the mass amounts of people running, 
walking, sitting and just loitering 
outside their desired store. It was 
like a mob scene outside of Ugg and 
Coach, seriously...for a pair of furry 
boots and a purse. The line for the 
Gap even wrapped around the build- 
ing and then some. It was ridiculous. 

Reluctantly I left with very few 
purchases because I could not focus, 
or even move in the stores that we 
actually got in. I was not prepared to 
share the same vicinity with more 
people than the total population of 
the town I live in. 


Barack Obama is a needed change 


Our new President 
elect represents hope 


for the United States 


By MADELYN KIDDER 
Contributing Reporter 


After eight 
~ years of having 
a Republican in 
office, the citi- 
zens of the 
United States 
were in desper- 


ate need of 
change. 
That change 


came on Nov. 4 
when Senator Barack Obama became 
not only the first elected Democrat in 
eight years, but the first black man to 
be elected president. This election 
made history by attracting the most 
voters since John F. Kennedy ran for 


office in 1960. With Barack Obama 
coming to office’ in January, the 
future of the United States looks 
luminous. 

President elect Obama promises 
to get our troops out of Iraq as soon 
as he is inaugurated. The plan entails 
responsibly deploying one to two 
brigades per month. If all goes as 
planned, the mission should take 16 
months. 

There is currently an apogee of 
concern regarding the stability of the 
United States’ economy. Obama 
promises to provide 95 percent of 
Americans with new tax reliefs. This 
plan is called “Making Work Pay.” 
Eliminating capitol gains taxes for 
small, start-up businesses should also 
encourage job growth. Obama has 
also promised to eliminate income 
taxes for senior citizens who earn 
less than $50,000 a year. 

Obama plans to implement a new 


energy plan. His plan includes reduc- 
ing greenhouse gases, using alterna- 
tive oil and electricity sources and 
driving electric cars. 

A new educational program is 
also going to be implemented by 
President elect Obama. His plan is to 
eventually have a voluntary, univer- 
sal pre-school program. He will also 
be working toward reducing college 
funds by using tax credits. 

These are only a handful of 
Barack Obama’s novel ideas. Having 
them all follow through is certainly 
another thing. Having heard these 
ideas, I am a lot less concerned about 
the well being of the United States. It 
appears that the United States has 
reached the pinnacle of instability 
and now, we have a new president to 
guide the country in a prosperous 
direction. Congratulations to 
President elect Barack Obama! 


MCTcampus photo 
Barack Obama is the leader the United States needs. 
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Free pizza and info on 
Verizon Scholars 

NECC students are invited to 
join the Verizon Scholars program 
for free pizza and to hear about 
becoming a Verizon Information 
Technology Scholar. The event will 
take place Wednesday, Dec. 10, 
from 12-1 p.m. in the Lawrence 


atrium. 
participating in the scholars 


* Students can earn a certificate 


check to help with cost of the book, 

+ Students can participate in an 
online “Virtual Learning 
Community” of Verizon Scholars, 

* Students will have 2 free 
lunch meetings per semester with 

| guest speakers. 

To be eligible to become a 
Verizon Information Technology 
Scholar, a student must be enrolled 
in Adult Literacy, ESL, or a 
Developmental course. There will 
also be information about joining 
the Computer Club. For more 
information and to sign-up, contact 
Kathy Proietti at 
kproietti@necc.mass.edu 


‘Night of Shopping’ for 
Hispanic cultural programs 
As the holiday season 
approaches, NECC invites the col- 
lege community to attend a 
“Night of Shopping” experience 
on Thursday, Dec. 11, from 5-8 
.m. at Rose & Dove Gourmet 
pecialty Gift Shop, 181 Canal 
Street, Lawrence. Fine wine and 
light fare will be served as shop- 
pers browse for unique and excep- 
tional items while 10 percent of 
urchases are donated back to 
ECC to support Hispanic cultur- 
al programming. 
Pranily cad friends are also 
invited. 
More information available at: 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/newsev- 
ents/bb/docs/rosedove_NECC.pdf 


Seasonal Celebration and 
Children’s Party 

Faculty, staff, students and chil- 
dren are invited to attend NECC’s 
11th annual Seasonal Celebration 
& Children's Holiday Party on 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 3-6 p.m. 
in the Sport & Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill Campus. 

There will be crafts, food rep- 
resenting different cultures, infor- 
mation about different cultural cel- 
ebrations and traditions (from Eid 
to Three Kings Day, and of course 
Chanukah and Christmas) and free 
pictures with Santa from 4-6 p.m. 

If you are attending, please 
contact Bruce Potter at 978-556- 
3732 in the Student Engagement 
Center to indicate how many chil- 
dren you may be bringing with you, 
and ages of the children. 


Employee Holiday Party 
mployees are invited to 
share the spirit of the holiday sea- 
son with their colleagues at the 
annual NECC Holiday 
Celebration, featuring a buffet 
luncheon, on Wednesday, Dec. 10 
from 12-2 p.m. in TC103. Come 
and enjoy the musical entertain- 
ment Yagi by Winiker Music 
and the NECC Student Choral 


Please join President and Mrs. 


Hartleb in nag to those less for- 


tunate ani ing the holiday 
season a bit brighter for those in 
need by donating an item from the 
following wish list: children's 
toys, gift certificates (for local 
supermarkets), adult male and 
female clothing such as long- 
johns, hats, mittens and gloves. 
All items will be donated to 

ly Cares New England 
located at 129 Winter St. in 


Campus Briefs? Please e-mail informa- 
tion to observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 


Alumni offer students advice 


By ALLISON ARMSTRONG 
Contributing Reporter 


In celebration of National 
Entrepreneurship Week, NECC invit- 
ed former graduates to partake in a 
panel on Noy. 18 discussing their 
entrepreneurial successes. Offering 
advice for future entrepreneurs, the 
panel discussed their stories of how 
they have created businesses from 
scratch. Members of the panel, all 
NECC alumni, were Dianne 
McDermott of McDermott & Co. 


Marketing; Paul  Salafia of 
Advertising Management Services, 
Inc; and Nancy Clover of 


Occupational Health Connections. 
The panel was hosted by Professor 
Bernard Zannini. 

The panel offered advice to 
prospective entrepreneurs, many of 
whom attend Northern Essex. Some 
advice given was to find your niche 
and stick with it, to do what you 
know, and stick with it. Also build 
your reputation and to stay honest 
and fair while cultivating relation- 
ships. One big piece of advice came 


from Nancy Clover when she wamed 


about what is put on the online social - 


networking site Facebook. As an 
employer she stated that she does 
look at prospective employees pages, 
and will not hire someone who posts 
questionable pictures. 

So when it comes to hiring 
employees, these business leaders 
look for not only the most qualified 
person, but for passionate, independ- 
ent thinkers who are creative and 
innovative. Also having a profession- 
al resume sets aside serious con- 
tenders from the rest. There are even 


services offered to NECC students 
where their resume can be typed up 
for them at no cost, eliminating the 
chance of spelling or grammatical 
errors. 

Having Northern Essex graduates 
come back and discuss their business 
choices to current students sent an 
inspirational message to students 
unsure of what the future holds for 
them. 

Paul Salafia said, “It’s all about 
focus,” in regards to starting a busi- 
ness and making that business suc- 
cessful. 


New college opens in Haverhill 


Occupies the site of 
the former Bradford 
College 


By MADELYN KIDDER 
Contributing Reporter 


Zion Bible College brought new 
life back to the old Bradford College, 
which was closed eight years ago 
because of financial problems. 
Bradford College, which was built in 
1848, needed many improvements 
both inside and out. Zion Bible 
College opened at the former 
Bradford College campus in 
Haverhill this fall. 

Zion Bible College, originally 
from Barrington, R.I., was having 
financial problems because of the 
horrendous Station Nightclub fire. 
Since the fire, the state of Rhode 
Island was checking all of the fire 
codes in each and every public build- 
ing to make sure everything was up- 
to-date. According to Rosalie 
LoPinto, Coordinator of Financial 
Resources and Alumni, Mr. David 
Green, who had an interest in Zion 
Bible College, offered to buy most of 


Bradford's campus, except for the 
auditorium. Mr. Green also paid for 
all the renovations for the college. 
When this offer was made to the col- 
lege, Ms. LoPinto said "it was a gift 
from God.” 

Ms. LoPinto had mixed feelings 
on whether she liked the new 
Bradford location better than the 
Barrington location, but she did say, 
"It's good to be near the train. 
Potential employers and the students 
like it more." 

Zion is a four-year accredited 
college that has been in operation for 
85 years. Zion has approximately 200 
full-time and 40 part-time students. 
Students from Zion come from all 
over the country and the world. Zion 
has mission fields in over 50 coun- 
tries. The students study Pentecostal 
Denomination. They attend the 
Assemblies of God church and they 
also have a church on campus. 
Besides learning religion, students 
study typical classes such as English, 
Science, Biology, History, Literature 
and Speech. 

When the students are finished 
college, "80 percent of our students 
will go into ministry,” said Ms. 
LoPinto. 

Before Zion Bible College was 


Renovated buildings awaited students’ return. 


bought, a company called GFI owned 
all of the property. Neighbors of the 
Bradford area formed the "Bradford 
College Neighborhood Association". 
One of BCNA's purposes was to try 
to inform GFI of the lack of upkeep 
and the deplorable conditions of the 
property. Another one of their con- 
cerns was the possibility of the con- 
struction of condos on the property. 


Criminal Justice Club tours 
Massachusetts Fire Academy 


Fifty-eight students and faculty 
members from the Criminal Justice 
club of NECC recently took a field 
trip to the Massachusetts Fire 
Academy. The students were given a 
tour of the facility to learn about the 
training methods provided to fire- 
fighters. The Fire Academy, located 
in Stow, Mass., conducts recruit, in- 
service, hazardous materials and fire 
investigation programs at no cost to 
the over 300 city and town fire 
departments in the Commonwealth 
and also provides training seminars 
that have been attended by public 
safety organizations’ representatives 
throughout the country 

Fire Academy Instructor Patrick 
O'Sullivan, a firefighter in Lynn, 
Mass., conducted the tour and 
showed the NECC students the acad- 
emy grounds. O’Sullivan explained 
the different training areas, equip- 
ment and structures used in the Fire 
Academy curriculum. At one outdoor 
complex, Instructor O’Sullivan 
informed the NECC students how 
emergencies involving petroleum, 
liquefied natural gas or propane are 
attacked and extinguished. Students 
were also shown specially built live- 
fire structures and were told how the 
Academy uses hands-on exercises to 
teach basic firefighting skills. In 
these training situations, recruit fire- 
fighters are taught how to properly 
handle fire apparatuses and correctly 


use direct or indirect methods of fire 
suppression. At when one training 
location, Instructor O’Sullivan 
informed students about how the 
structure is designed to simulate a 
darkened, smoldering building. The 
recruit firefighters, training in full 
gear, have to navigate through the 
building remembering, “If you can’t 
see your feet, you should not being 
standing on them.” 

During the NECC visit, the Fire 
Academy was hosting an arson 
investigation school through the Fire 
Investigation Program. Students 
were shown displays of “flashover,” 
which if recognized and interpreted 
correctly, can lead to the proper iden- 
tification of the origin of a fire. As 
part of the arson training curriculum, 
four different fire scenarios had been 
created requiring the arson investiga- 
tors to determine if the cause of the 
fires were accidental, natural or 
intentionally set. Alcohol Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF) Special Agent 
Mattheu Kelch was on site to assist in 
the arson training program and pro- 
vided NECC students with an 
overview of career opportunities with 
the ATF. 

During classroom instruction, 
NECC students were introduced to 
Massachusetts State Trooper Steven 
Cunningham and his dog Yahtzee, a 
black lab able to detect accelerants. 


To demonstrate this training, small 
drops of 10 percent evaporated gaso- 
line were placed on the shoes of 
NECC students throughout the room. 
When Yahtzee detected a scent, she 
would sit down next to the student 
and wait for his reward from Trooper 
Cunningham. 

State Fire Marshall Steven D. 
Coan is the Agency Head of The 
Department of Fire Services and a 30 
year veteran with the agency. The 
field trip was organized and coordi- 
nated by Sergeant Paul Zipper of the 
Massachusetts State Police, a nation- 
ally recognized arson investigator 
and a faculty member in the Criminal 
Justice Program at NECC. 

Paul Cavan, the coordinator of 
the Criminal Justice Program at 
NECC pointed out that this field trip 
offered students a learning opportu- 
nity that can not be replicated in the 
classroom. The students and faculty 
from NECC were immensely 
impressed with support, dedication 
and professionalism of the Fire acad- 
emy staff. 

Professor Cavan stated, “The 
Criminal Justice Program at NECC” 
hopes the special relationship that 
was developed during this field trip 
can continue so future NECC stu- 
dents can benefit from this truly spe- 
cial and unique educational opportu- 
nity.” 


These neighbors wanted to keep the 
historical charm and culture of 
Bradford. 

The Bradford Neighborhood 
Association and area residents are 
thrilled that Zion Bible College has 
moved into the old Bradford College 
and is being used for a good purpose, 
keeping the tradition of an education- 
al institution in Bradford alive. 


Small man 


buysbig 
clothes | 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


- 

An NECC coach’s credit cards 
that were stolen from the coaches’ 
office in the Sport and Fitness Center 
on Nov. 6 were later used by a 170- 
pound man to buy clothes at a Big and 
Tall Men’s store that were sized for a 
man weighing 400 pounds, according 
to Haverhill Police. i 

As reported in The Eagle 
Tribune, the coach told police he 
believed his credit cards were s! 
from his wallet, which was in a gym 
bag in the bathroom of his office, 
sometime in the late afternoon 
evening on Nov. 6. 

He also told police that when 
called his credit card companies 
report the theft and cancel the cards 
was told the cards were used at 
Big and Tall Men’s store and also 
Route 110 Mobil in Haverhill, Stap' 
in Plaistow, N.H., a store in 


N.H. and Home Depot in 
Londonderry, N.H. 

The incident is still under investi- 
gation. 
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NECC popularity continues to grow 


Students reap the 
benefits that NECC 
provides 


By CESAR SEGURA 
Contributing Reporter 


With a sinking American econ- 
omy leading to companies and 
banks going bankrupt, high school 
students are thinking twice before 
attending expensive universities. 
On the other hand NECC appears 
as a bright option for many high 
school seniors who come from 
low-income families, who do not 
wish to enroll themselves in debt 
with student loans. 

The number of students attend- 
ing NECC this fall semester has 
increased dramatically. While the 
fall semester of 2007 had student 
enrollment of 6,361, this semester 
the enrollment is well over 7,000. 
Not surprisingly this increase is 
due to higher numbers of freshmen 
coming in from high school. With 
the increase of enrollment, NECC 
is experiencing crowding prob- 


lems, as class seats are taken up 
quickly. 

More high school seniors are 
finding NECC to be an attractive 
college option for many reasons, 
not just economical but for trans- 
ferring into four-year colleges and 
easy commutes. 

Many high school students like 
Jeffrey De Leon find NECC to bea 
prestigious yet affordable institu- 
tion where the education matches 
up to more expensive universities. 

"In times like these, where the 
country is entering a recession, it's 
better to stay away from debts. 
NECC offers high quality educa- 
tion for an affordable price. If you 
come from a low-income family 
like mine, you’re more likely to 
choose NECC over prestigious or 
private universities. NECC is a 
real bargain, as you get the same 
level of education for a lower 
price," said De Leon. 

Other high school seniors such 
as Wesley Fernandez find NECC 
to be convenient in other ways, 


such as daily commuting. 


"As a Lawrence resident, I 
chose to apply to NECC because 
NECC 
brings great options such as the 
the 
Haverhill campus that can be 


of a shorter commute. 


Lawrence campus and 
reached by shuttle buses. This is 
definitely the best option I have, if 


I want to commute less than 20 


"I had originally planned to go 
to Salem State College, but when I 
found out about NECC, I decided 


. to start off there, and then transfer 


to Salem State. NECC offers a 
good quality education at a cheap 
price. As an honor student at 
Lawrence High School I usually 
get good grades. Attending NECC 
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More high school seniors are finding 
NECC to be an attractive college option 
for many reasons, not just economical. 
but for transferring into four-year col- 
leges and easy commutes. 


minutes," said Fernandez. 

High school seniors such as 
Joanny Lopez find NECC to be a 
great option for students who want 
to start in a community college and 
then transfer to a four-year col- 


lege. 
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Take the next step with Lesley and join us in waking up the world! 


LESLEY femme Let's wake up the world™ 
UNIVERSITY 1 


will award me automatic accept- 
ance at Salem State, as well as 
half-paid tuition if I maintain a 3.5 
or higher GPA. NECC will make 
my career plans much easier and 
convenient," said Lopez. 

NECC 


freshman Darwin 


Join a community that fosters 
change—tor yourself and the world. 


Lesley University is committed to making education transformative, accessible, and affordable. Our new offer 
of an $8,000 guaranteed annual scholarship to Northern Essex Community College graduates who choose 
to continue their studies at Lesley College or The Art Institute of Boston opens up our vibrant community 
to you. Lesley University is committed to educating socially conscious leaders in education, human services, 
the arts, and environmentalism. — 


Lesley College + The Art jist of Boston) WWW. lesley.edu/info/n essex 


Fabian said that as a senior at 
Georgetown High School last 
semester, he sought to attend 
NECC because of its great busi- 
ness-transfer program. 

"As a business major, NECC 
offered me great opportunities in 
this field. I was originally plan- 
ning to attend UMASS, but I was 
concerned with the high tuition. 
My counselor told me about NECC 
and their Business-transfer pro- 
gram, where students take two 
years of business in NECC, and 
then finish the remaining two 
years in any state school in 
Massachusetts. To top it all off, if I 
maintain a 3.5 GPA,.NECC will 
pay half my tuition in my transfer 
school. Now that's what makes 
NECC a great option for high 
school students." said Fabian. 

As more high school students 
are choosing to attend NECC for 
college, the college continues to 
earn a positive reputation, as a 
bright choice in an economically 


devastated United States. 


A controversial 


Fans of the book may 
or may not become 


fans of the movie 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


As many of 
you may have 
‘noticed, Nov 
»21 has come 
‘ and passed and 
| “Twilight” has 
hit movie the- 
aters across the 
country. While 
many fans of 
the book have been anxiously await- 
ing this arrival and were thrilled by 
every moment Robert Pattinson was 
on screen as the dreamy vampire 
Edward Cullen, other die hard fans 
were not so thrilled about this devel- 
opment. Like the “Harry Potter” 
films, there was no way the writers 
could stay true to the book in every 
aspect, and all those nights imagining 
what Bella and Edward looked like, 
how the charisma was between them 
and how the notorious baseball 
games were played; and yes that was 
games not game because in the book 
there is more than one, would be 
essentially ruined and formed to fit 
what the movie screen is telling them 
to see in their imagination. 

The movie as itself and not as a 
book-to-film movie was very good. 
The atmosphere was just right with 
the dark greens and wispy grays 
along with tension, romance and just 
a hint of creepy. The charisma 
between Pattinson and Kristen 


Stewart, who played Bella, was 
great, once you got over her manly 
voice, and all the other characters 
were almost perfect. The movie had a 
great sense of direction and a won- 
derfully imaginative way of dropping 
hints to what would happen in the 
end that were not in the book. The 
hesitation of making the book a 
movie dissolved and the audience 
was caught up in the whirlwind 
romance of Bella and Edward. As 
tensions rose towards the end of the 
film between the hunter vampire 
James and the Cullen's family over 
Bella's life the audience was sucked 
in, and when Bella arrives at the bal- 
let studio it's a fans dream come true. 
The way the room is set up: the mir- 
rors are everywhere and where the 
T.V. is hiding just went all together 
and it was as if the whole movie had 
been made for this moment, but then 
again it had been because this was 
the end. With all that said the movie 
was fun, a good date movie and defi- 
nitely something to see. If you 
haven't read the book, even better. 
Now for those die hard fans of 
the book that were not happy about 
the movie it is understandable. 
Apparently in today's society people 
are too lazy to even sit down and 
watch a movie that is more than two 
hours in length, so some parts 
inevitably had to be left out. For 
example, the blood typing class 
where Bella's fear of blood is discov- 
ered and Edward's ditching becomes 
suspicious was a key part in the story 
for Bella's calculations of how she 
figured out what exactly the Cullen's, 
Edward specifically, were. Also the 
meadow which Edward takes Bella 
to to show her why he can not go into 
the sun was left out and shortened 
into a brief run up a mountain to a 


Ti 


MCT campus Bots 
Edward and Bella sharing 


an awkward moment. 


spot where there just happened to be 
sunlight, all the romance of their first 
kiss in that meadow was gone and the 
budding of their friendship into rela- 
tionship was cut short. In fact almost 
all of the friendship parts were left 
out of the movie, including the trip to 
Seattle. 

So those of you die hards that do 
not want to see your favorite book 
diced up and tossed together to make 
money, I would suggest do not go 
and see this film unless you can sep- 
arate the two from each other. 
Everyone else in the world I would 
suggest this movie to, it's upbeat and 
yet depressing, puts you on the edge 
of your seat, and grabs you by the 
shoulders and does not let go until 
Victoria makes her grand exit (also 
not in the book). More good news is 
if you do like this film Stephenie 
Meyer has already sold the rights for 
the next book New Moon to become 
a movie as well. 
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‘Twilight’ 


Actors of “Twilight” 
have just the right 


amount of charisma 


BYKELSEY REDDEN 
Contributing Reporter 


Actor Robert Pattinson and 
actress Kristen Stewart made an ever- 
lasting impression on Twilight fans 
this past weekend with their com- 
pelling performances as Edward 
Cullen and Bella Swan. Most people 
might recognize Robert Pattinson as 
Cedric Diggory from the “Harry 
Potter” movie series but he has also 
played in previous roles like Art in 
"How To Be" and Salvador Dali in 
"Little Ashes." As for Kristen 
Stewart, her previous work is a little 
more well-known like, Jess from 
"The Messengers" and Sophie in 
"Jumper." 

Twilight is the first movie of four 
to be released from the series written 
by author Stephenie Meyer. The story 
itself is highly spellbinding. Bella 
Swan, 17 years old, moves to the wet, 
dreary town of Forks to live with her 
father. There she meets the .captivat- 
ing and mysterious Edward Cullen. 
At first it seems that Edward hates 
Bella but come to find out he only 
acts that way because he finds her 
irresistible. Against his better judg- 
ment, he gives in to Bella and allows 
himself to be with her. 

The Cullen's are "vegetarian vam- 
pires," something that is not too com- 
mon. Soon the Cullen's are fighting to 
keep lethal tracker James from killing 
Edward's precious Bella. 

Much of what makes the novel so 


Courtesy of moviedblod natecenl 
The mesmerizing and 
beautiful Cullen family. 


enchanting is captured in the film. 
One of the scenes that was captured 
perfectly is when we find out why 
Edward Cullen does not come to 
school during the nice weather. Not 
because he will spontaneously com- 
bust in sunlight like so many other 
vampire tales, but because his skin is 
noticeably different because it 
sparkles: like diamonds, which is pure 
genius on the authors part. 

Without a doubt the most exciting 
aspects of the movie are the arrival of 
James, the fight between James and 
Edward, and Bella's-near-death. 

Although the movie was undeni- 
ably fascinating, it was a little rushed. 
For the most part the creators did a 
good job in including the most impor- 
tant scenes with the most important 
details. 

The fact is that there was simply 
not enough time to put all the details 
in the movie or we would have "Lord 
of the Rings" all over again. Overall, 
the film is beautiful, and one can 
become completely enthralled and 
lost in this supernatural world. 


A Winchester war in the future? 


The Winchester 
Brothers may just be 


starting a war... 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Contributing Reporter 


Dean and Sam Winchester, quite 
possibly America's hottest brother 
duo on TV. Fans have held onto the 
show “Supernatural” with a vice grip 
since the Yellow Eyed Demon killed 
Sam's girlfriend Jessica in the pilot 
episode. Now, four seasons in, things 
have gone...well, to hell. 

Sam Winchester, the angsting 
younger brother that abandoned the 
hunt when he graduated high school. 
He spent a good deal of Season 1 
blaming himself for Jessica's death, 
and dealing with the visions he sud- 
denly found himself receiving. They 
seem to be quite a pain if you catch 
my drift. Season 2 found him dealing 
with yet another death, this time, his 
and Dean's father, John Winchester 
of whom he had not been particularly 
close with. It didn't seem to help a bit 
when he found out that he was sup- 
posed to lead a demon army out of 
hell. Doesn't sound like much fun 

And it really wasn't fun when he 
got killed. . 

Fans yelled, cried, and. probably 
threw a few objects. And then wanted 
to hug Dean for all that he was 
worth...and then kill him when he 
made that deal with the Crossroads 
Demon and brought Sam back 

One year, Dean?! 

Well, at least Yellow Eyes died 

Sam spent Season 3 trying to find 
a way to get Dean out of his deal. In 
the end, he wasn't able to, and fans 
were forced to watch Hellhounds rip 


our precious Dean apart. 

Again, fans cried, 
threw stuff. 

Great-Grandma, I'm sorry about 
your china. 

And Dean. Oh, Dean, our protec- 
tive big brother with his unhealthy 
love for his '67 Impala. He carried a 
six month old Sam out of their burn- 
ing house when he was four and 
again when Yellow Eyes returned and 
killed Jessica. We watched him in 
Season 1, determined to find their 
missing father and to find the thing 
that killed their mom, all the while 
knowing there was a chance Sam 
would leave again once Yellow Eyes 
had died. He was in a coma as of the 
beginning of Season 2, great fun con- 
sidering he had a Reaper after 
him...again. 

Dean, I really don't think they 
like you all that much. 

He spent a good part of the sea- 
son hurting over the fact that his 
father sacrificed himself to save him 
And he followed John's example 
when he did the same to save Sam. 

Like father, like son 

Season 3, Dean had seemed to be 
hiding his fear about what his final 
year would bring, cracking jokes 
about it being his last year and such 
Fans saw how afraid he truly was 
when it got near the end and he dis- 
covered that people who end up in 
hell eventually become a demon, the 
exact thing that he fought for most of 
his life. The season ended with Sam 
cradling Dean's dead body and 
Dean's soul impaled with hooks in 
hell, screaming for his brother 

It wasn't much of a surprise when 
Dean was brought back from the 
dead, because, really, “Supernatural” 
wouldn't be “Supernatural” without 
both of the Winchester brothers 

Though an angel bringing Dean 


screamed, 


Courtesy of www.thetvaddict.com 


Dean and Sam Winchester on “Supernatural,” a hit show on the WB. 


back? 

Yeah, that was surprising. 

Dean Winchester who made it 
clear “in Season 2 that he didn't 
believe in angels and whatnot was 
brought back to life by an angel who 
was under God's order 

Whith brings us to now 

Dean Winchester 
appointed soldier of God 

Sam Winchester: Presumed gen- 


Newly 


eral of a demon army 

Their mission: Stop Lilith (freaky 
little demon that likes to possess little 
girls) from breaking the sixty-six 
seals that will release Lucifer. 

It brings up the question: Will 
Sam and Dean end up fighting each 
other? 

Sam made it clear in Season 2 
that if it looked like he was going to 
go dark side, he wanted Dean to take 


him out, something that Dean didn't 
think he could do. 

Fans have been shown visions of 
Dean as a demon and of Sam with 
yellow eyes. It brings questions, 
questions that can only be answered 
in upcoming episodes 

And until those answers come, it 
looks like the brothers are on a “high- 
way to hell.” 

..-Quite literally. 


The new Bond film 
‘Quantum of Solace’ 
a heart-thrilling tale 


By RYAN McBrIDE 
Staff Writer 


There are 
_ about fifteen to 
_ twenty movies 
n the theatre 
ight now. But 
why else would 
ou go to the 
' movies, unless 
} you were about 
to pay $10 for 
another great 
James Bond flick. Grossing a whop- 
ping $70 million+ on opening week- 
end domestically in the United 
States, this was no disappointment. 
United Kingdom critics are raving 
that Mare Forster, the movie's direc- 
tor, did a fabulous job continuing 
Bond's unfinished business in 
‘Casino Royale', and that Daniel 
Craig's second performance was 
nothing short of his first. With the 
movie starting moments after the last 
movie's end, Bond finds himself on a 
| personal mission to find his dead 
lover's killer. He comes across “ruth- 
less” businessman Dominic Greene, 
played by Mathieu Amalric. He 
quickly finds out that Greene has his 
eyes set on his next big payday, as 
soon as he takes control over a natu- 
ral resource in the deserts of Haiti. 


MCT campus photo 


Daniel Craig as Bond, James Bond, in “Quantum of 
Solace,” the newest 007 movie in the series 


While the plot was thinner than 
usual, it bled of revenge and rage. 
007 take matters into his own hands, 
while trying to reassure “M” that he 
is okay. 

For the critics who so often down 
movies, such as USA Today and Los 
Angeles Times, their opinions mean 
nothing, as the movie has grossed 
over $322 million worldwide. Fans 
pockets have spoken, and so have 
we. With an action-packed, revenge 
based plot serving as the main 
course, and a beautifully weathered 
Bond girl (Olga Kurylenko) served 
for dessert (no pun), this Bond was a 
success and [I cannot wait for the 
return of the next Bond. 

Some notable changes happened 


in this film that were really enjoy- 
able. Firstly, the women were back in 
the opening seen; that sexy music 
with that irresistible womanly touch 
was back in full. Then the drop-kick- 
ing action in the opening scene was a 
familiar and reassuring sign as well 
especially seeing the beloved Aston 
Martin on display. As I was watching 
the movie I felt something was miss- 
ing, but I couldn't figure it out. I 
would have been a fool to believe 
that they wouldn't put in the 
renowned white gun barrel panning 
across the frame, only to see bond 
turning towards it firing off that last 
gunshot, this time at the end of the 
movie. 


Promise fulfilled 


Dir en Grey, one of 
Japan’: rock groups, 
lives up to expectations 


By HAnsEL Lopez 
Opinions Editor 


With — their 
seventh album 
“Uroboros”, 
Japan's Dir en 
Grey fulfill the 
promise made 
on their last 
record, 2007's 
“The Marrow of 

~ a Bone.” That 
i} promise was to 
throw traditional rock music conven- 
_ tions out the window and to freak 


| everyone out by having their record-_ 


ed output be as unpredictable and 
volatile as their live shows. 

; For those unfamiliar with the live 
Dir en Grey experience (that being 
most of you) they have the manic 
energy of a young Iggy Pop and the 
musicianship of Dillinger Escape 
Plan. The end result is a schizo- 
phrenic mix of thrash, punk, industri- 
al, alternative, pop, goth and now 
death metal vocals that rivals bands 
like Deicide and Morbid Angel. 

Outstanding musicianship aside, 
vocalist Kyo really steals the show 
with his wide range of shrieks, 
growls, screams and very emotional 
clean singing. It's hard to point out 
a single track in which he truly 
stands out as he seems to utilize his 
entire range in every track on the 
album. Kyo seems to be the second 
coming of Mike Patton. 

Instrumental opener “Sa Bir” 
gives way into probably the most 


“Vinushka.” For a lot of bands in 
doesn't pay off to go into epic territo- 
ry, but in this case the multi faceted 
“Vinushka” ends up setting the stage 
for the rest of the album. It displays 
Dir en Grey's more melodic, textured 
side for the first half of the song and 
then completely switches gears and 
veers right into death metal. 

This same intensity carries into 
the next two tracks “Red Soil” and 
“Doukoku to Sarinu” which display 
industrial and thrash metal dynamics 
and speed. Then out of nowhere they 
fall back into melodic pop/goth with 
songs like “Glass Skin”, “Toguro” 
and “Inconvenient Ideal.” All three 
include haunting vocals, keyboards 
and much emphasis placed on atmos- 
pherics. Any band that can switch 
from being Behemoth to The Cure on 
a dime is fine in my book. 

There are songs, though, that will 
throw most listeners through a loop, 
like “Stuck Man,” which features 


The famous Japanese band Dir en Grey looking ever 


so happy to rock on. 
impressive song, the nine minute 


some really cool jazz riffs from 
bassist Toshiya. Then you have “ 
Dozing Green” that in a perfect, 
alternate world would be the most 
played song on rock radio because of 
its mix of melodic vocals and 
loud/soft dynamics. 

Essentially Dir en Grey has craft- 
ed a more refined version of “ The 
Marrow of the Bone,” but that does- 
n't really bother me because that 
album was already ahead of the 
curve when it came to extreme 
music. The duration (58 minutes) 
and the fact that it takes repeated lis-. 
tens to get it all in might tur some 
listeners off, but it shows that Dir en 
Grey has the conviction to forge its 
own path as opposed to pandering to 
whatever everyone else is doing to 
gain fans in the United States and 
Europe. 

Dir en Grey “Uroboros”: 5 stars 

For fans of: Dillinger Escape 
Plan, Maximum the Hormone, Faith 
no More 
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{ Music of the 


Centuries at NECC 


NECCS chorus will 
host their annual 


winter concert 


By STACEY RUSSEK 
Contributing Reporter 


The Northern Essex Community 
College Chorus, including a few 
alumni who are returning to join in 
the festivities, will be hosting its 
annual winter concert on Sunday, 
Dec. 7. The show is open to every- 
one, including the public, and tickets 
can be purchased at the door. 
Admission is $5 and will begin at 2 
p-m. in the Technology Conference 
Center on the Haverhill campus at 
NECC. 

Throughout the show a plethora 
of music will be represented from 
many different centuries. The oldies 
piece the chorus will be singing dates 
back to the 1500's and the most recent 
is "Blackbird" by the Beatles from the 
1960's. 

"Each piece different 
demands-on the choir and they have 


has 


risen to meet and exceed each of the 
challenges presented," said Alisa 
Bucchiere, Choral Director at NECC. 


The full choir will be singing 9 
pieces. In addition, several solos and 
duets, as well as a quartet and even a = 
quintet will be performing. A more 
difficult piece will be sung by the 
chamber group, which consists of 12 
members. Lots of strong talent will be 
featured in the upcoming show. The 
mother-daughter duo, Wendy 
Heckman and Hannah Heckman- 
McKenna, of Salem, NH, will per- 
Also featured 
will be a solo by Kevin Kimball of 
Newton, NH. Orlik Guzman of * 
Haverhill, MA, will also have her 
own solo in the show. 

To add a bit of a holiday touch, 
"Carol of the Bells" will be sung, as 


form a special duet. 


well as the classic American piece 
written by Irving Berlin, "White 
Christmas." 

"There will be something for 
everybody throughout the show and 
even some involvement from the 


ra 


audience. The audience will also have 
a song to sing at the end," said 
Bucchiere. For more information on 
the show or if interested in joining 
Chorus I or II classes, contact Choral 
Director, Alisa Bucchiere, at abuc- 
chiere@necc.mass.edu or (978) 556- 
3226. 


Hysterical ‘Role 


Models’ 


Sean William Scott 


and Paul Rudd prove 
their comedic worth 


By CANDICE SEPLOW 
Contributing Reporter 


Danny (Paul Rudd) and 
Wheeler (Sean William Scott) 
work for the energy drink 
company Minotaur, a mytho- 
logical monster with the head 
of a bull and the body of a 
man. Their job entails going 
around to public schools to 
encourage students to stay off 
drugs and promote the energy 
drink. Watching Wheeler 
prance around in a full out 
Minotaur costume is just the 
beginning of comical events 
that happen throughout the 
movie. 

“It was inherently witty, 
yet raunchy. Just my kind of 
flick!” Kyle Harvey, 22, 
Methuen Ma. 

Danny and Wheeler get 
into a bit of trouble and 
instead of serving 30 days in 
jail Danny's lawyer friend 
Beth (Elizabeth Banks) helps 
to keep them out of jail and in 
return they have to perform 
150 hours of community serv- 
ice in a program called Sturdy 
Wings, a mentor program 
designed to help children who 
have little or no guidance. 

Augie (Christopher Mintz- 
Plasse) is Danny's little. At 
first he and Danny have a hard 


time understanding each other, 
but after Danny has dinner 
with Augie's parents he starts 
to realize why Augie acts the | 
way he does. Wheeler is 
paired up with Ronnie (Bobb'e 
J. Thompson) and the two act- 
ing together couldn't be any 
more hilarious than it was. 
Ronnie's words will shock you 
and make your stomach hurt at , 
the same time. 

Danny and Wheeler are 
supposed to act like role mod- 
els for Augie and Ronnie, but 
Wheeler couldn't be any more 
irresponsible and Danny does- 
n't show any emotion of actu- 
ally caring to be Augie's big. 
Sweeny (Jane Lynch) is just 
what all four of these boys 
need. She is the co-founder of 
Sturdy Wings and a recovering 
drug addict. She makes it very 
clear to Danny and Wheeler to 
take what they're doing seri- 
ously and to become a mentor 
for their little's. 

Eventually Danny starts to 
break out of his shell and 
starts to explore the unique 
activities Augie is into. When — 
Wheeler leaves Ro ro alone at 
a party, he realizes how irre- 
sponsible he is and how hard 
it is to prove to someone you 
are responsible once you've 
lost their trust. . 

Danny and Wheeler do end 
up proving themselves to be 
somewhat good role models by 
the end of the movie, but they 
just have to work at it a little 
more. 


? 


ened 
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_ Ha ha Hollywood! 


A months worth of 
gossip to catch up on 


_ ‘from tinsel town 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


A lot has 
happened in the 
past month in 
the world of 
celebrity. Angry 
exes, happy 
Thanksgiving's, 
and strange 
baby names just 
to name a few. 
As always the 
world of 
Hollywood and Celebrity is just 
teeming with out of control stars, 
scandals and gossip. Here is some of 
the most interesting latest news in the 
celebrity world. ‘ 


Jenn finally lashes out: Jennifer 
Aniston has finally had something to 
say about Brad and Angelina, or 
more so Angelina Jolie. During 
Jolie's interview with Fashion 
Magazine in January of 2007 she 
uncovered some details to the begin- 
ning of her and Brad Pitt's romance, 
that started while Pitt and Aniston 
were still married, and Aniston 
admitted in her cover story for Vogue 
magazine that it was a little hard to 
tead. “There was stuff printed there 
that was definitely from a time when 
I was unaware that it was happen- 
ing,” Aniston said in her new inter- 
view, which will appear in Vogue's 
December 2008 issue. "I felt those 
details were a little inappropriate to 
discuss.” Apparently in Jolie's inter- 
view she said that it was obvious that 
Pitt was with someone he loved and 
respected and was his best friend, but 
she felt excitement on the set of “Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith” and couldn't wait to 
get off from work. What Aniston had 

“to say about that was, “That stuff 
about how she couldn't wait to get to 
work every day? That was really un- 
cool.” No matter how “un-cool” the 
remarks were, Jolie apparently didn't 
care enough to not make them known 
to the world. However, Aniston has 

** moved on, and is rumored to have 


. Aplace for the 
students of NECC to 


voice their opinions 


By MErIssA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


For a test 
drive here are 
some of the 
opinions of fel- 
low __ students 
about TV. 
shows, movies, 
video games, 
and maybe 
eventually 
books. For any- 
one who wants 
to submit a short opinion, you can do 
so by either dropping it off at the 
Observer office in the Spurk building 
room 222, or email it to 
observer@necc.mass.edu titled “Arts 
Opinion.” Here are some examples of 


\ 


rekindled her romance with John 
Mayer. 

Michael Vick makes 12 cents 
an hour: We all know Michael Vick, 
who used to play for the NFL, was 
convicted for dog fighting and was 
sentenced to jail, but what a lot of 
people don't know is that Vick now 
makes only $0.12 an hour. In 2006 he 
made nearly $15 million. Recently he 
reported total income of $12.89 for 
an entire month. Not only that, he is 
trying to get back into the NFL but 
his houses and farms will soon be 
gone, the two yachts are history, and 
he's down to his last couple of Range 
Rovers. A race horse he bought for 
$60,000 died of colic, the Atlanta 
Falcons are still trying to hit him up 
for millions they paid him, and the 
IRS and the state of Georgia want 
nearly $1 million in back taxes. For 
animal lovers everywhere this is just 
sweet, sweet revenge. Though the 
horse dying is really sad. 


Peru offers the Obama's a hair- 
less, toothless dog: As Obama 
accepts his win as the next president 
of the United States, his first mission 
is to find his family a dog. Obama, 
who described the decision as a 
"major issue," is on the hunt for an 
allergy-free dog, since daughter 
Malia is allergic. Seeing that Obama 
is the first "global president," it's not 
surprising that the Fido frenzy has 
gone international. Peru has offered 
it's native Peruvian Hairless Dog, 
which is hairless, which would mean 
no allergies for poor little Malia, and 
toothless, which means the thing 
won't bite too hard, The only problem 
with this offer is that Obama would 
like to do the right thing and adopt 
from a shelter. Obama said that a 
shelter dog would likely be, as he 
joked, "A mutt, like me." 


Rebecca Romijn feels like a 
beached whale: Rebecca Romijn is 
expecting twins over the winter and 
has reported she was surprised at the 
size of her baby bump. The 36 year- 
old model says, "I can't move any- 
more ... I'm a beached whale!" she 
tells Page Six magazine. "I have not 
been without a bra this entire preg- 
nancy. | refuse. I'm not taking any 
chances. I'm determined to keep the 
puppies up!" She also denies using 
fertility drugs and that her divorce to 


John Stamos in 2004 was because she 
didn't want kids. Obviously she did, 
she's now having two with her new 
husband Jerry O'Connell. 

Posh Spice and family cele- 
brate Thanksgiving with Cruise's: 
Victoria and David Beckham, along 
with their children Brooklyn, Romeo, 
and Cruz; spent Thanksgiving with 
Tom, Isabella, Connor and Suri 
Cruise and Katie Holmes. The festiv- 
ities started Wednesday night in New 
York City, where they all enjoyed 
dinner then headed to catch Holmes 
in her Broadway debut of “All My 
Sons” which isn't getting rave 
reviews from critics. On Thursday 
both families went to Central Park for 
the day, with Victoria in five inch 
heels. According to the Mirror, that 
walk ended with Victoria in a horse 
drawn carriage with her son Romeo, 
Holmes, Suri and Isabella. David 
even found time to update his blog. 
What a nice holiday vacation. 


A-Rod spends Thanksgiving 
with both his soon to be ex-wife 
and Madonna: Alex Rodriguez had 
a busy Thanksgiving yesterday, 
spending the day with his manager, 
his children and soon to be ex-wife 
Cynthia Rodriguez, and Madonna, 
according to the New York Daily 
News. On Tuesday, Access 
Hollywood reported that A-Rod was 
planning to spend Thanksgiving with 
Madonna in New York City. But as it 
turns out, according to the New York 
Daily News, A-Rod ended up spend- 


ing the holiday with both Madonna” 


and his ex, though not at the same 
time. First he met with his manager 
for brunch, then Cynthia and their 
two daughters, Natasha and Ella, and 
then to Madonna's by four, where his 


car remained in the moming. The. 


Daily News reported that A-Rod is 
staying at Madonna's while in New 
York City. Apparently he was also 
seen front row at Madonna's “Sticky 
and Sweet” tour cheering her on the 
day before. 


Charlize Theron is lending 
hand to UN: Charlize Theron is the 
newest U.N. Messenger of Peace, 
turning her Academy Award-winning 
fame to ending violence against 
women and girls around the globe. 
Theron, 33, told reporters Monday 
after being inducted into her new role 


by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
that she was taking on her new 
responsibilities "very humbly, with a 
very excited heart." The South 
African native vowed to help send a 
strong message that violence against 
women and girls was not acceptable 
in her upcoming travels to assist 
Ban's campaign dubbed "UNite to 
End Violence against Women," 
which was launched in February. 
Worldwide, the U.N. says one of 
every five women will be a victim of 
rape or attempted rape at some point 
in their lifetime, and at least one of 
every three women is likely to be 
beaten, coerced into sex or abused in 
some other way. "This is something 
that has been very dear to me, and 
disturbing to me for a long time," 
Theron said. Theron, who at age 15 
witnessed her mother shoot her alco- 
holic father to death while he was 
threatening the family, won an Oscar 
for Best Actress in 2004 for her por- 
trayal of a domestic violence victim 
turned serial killer in "Monster." She 
also was nominated for an Oscar for 
playing a character in 2005's "North 
Country," which deals with domestic 
abuse and sexual harassment. 


Pete Wentz and _ Ashley 
Simpson name their son: Wentz and 
Simpson have named their son Bronx 
Mowgli. That's right, Mowgli, like 
“The Jungle Book.” Apparently the 
couple originally bonded over the 
book and there were a lot of tender 
memories, but as for Bronx, no one 
really knows where that came from 
and they aren't explaining. "We came 
up with the idea Bronx. We've been 
throwing ideas back and forth a 
while,” Wentz said. "It's kind of cool 
to just leave the narrative what it is. 
People are stoked or pissed or what- 
ever. And you're like, you know 
what: I don't think anyone really has 
the real story." The couple was mar- 
ried in May and this is their first 


child. As for the having a child expe- ° 


rience, Wentz said, "Right before she 
went into labor, I was like, ‘Oh, my 
god, I think I'm having a heart attack." 
My heart started beating real fast. 
You see your wife is in all this pain. 
And I don't know what's happening 
right now. She took care of me and 
made sure I was okay and then went 
into labor. That's why she's a saint.” 
How sweet. 


Opinions in Arts 


a few students who have expressed 
their opinions about various things. 


Ve 
“Does anyone remember that old 
show, it was a cartoon, 'The 


Centurions’? They were GI Joes with 

like, suits that could turn them into 

cars and planes. It was awesome!” 
-Daniel Potocki 


“People should start watching 
‘CSI: Miami’ because it gets you 
thinking and it's pretty creative what 
they do.” 

-Serena Tyrie 


“Desperate House Wives’; if 
people are going to watch it, they 
need to watch it from the beginning 
so that they can understand the whole 
storyline. Season five has an enjoy- 
able direction compared to the last 
four seasons.” 

-Jennifer Parshley 


“ABC recently announced that 
‘Pushing Daises' and ‘Eli Stone’ were 


not picked up for more episodes. 
They're amazingly well-crafted 
shows, but I guess the audience just 
wasn't there. ‘Pushing Daisies’ might 
continue as a comic book, but I'll 
miss the lively antics of Ned, Chuck 
and Emerson.” 
-Nick Sermuksnis 


“Jack's finally back in '24!' '24: 
Redemption,’ which aired Sunday 
night, Nov. 23, was a two hour pre- 
quel to the upcoming season begin- 
ning in January. '24' did not air last 
season because of last year’s writers 
strike, so all us faithful fans were left 
to wait a whole year for the return of 
Jack Bauer. Now that '24' is back my 
pulse quickens to the pace of its tick- 
ing clock. The new season begins 
Sunday January 11 on fox.” 

-Julie Varney 


Movies: 

“Forgetting Sarah Marshall’: 
This movie was absolutely hilarious. 
I highly recommend this to anyone 
who wants to laugh! It's about a guy 


who gets dumped by his girlfriend of 
five years and goes on vacation to try 
and get over her, however he ends up 
going to the resort she's at.” 

-Brian Toner 


Video Games: 

“I played ‘Resistance 2' on the 
PS3, it makes me hate college 
because I want to forget about any 
schoolwork and just indulge in a 
gaming binge for three days 
straight.” 


-Hansel Lopez 


erforming Arts presents 
“A Christmas Carol,” by 
harles Dickens. The 


urphy. Performances 
ill be on December 12 
nd 13 at 7 p.m. and 
[December 13 and 14 at 3 
p.m. The Top Notch 
heater is located on the 
hird floor of the Spurk 
building and General 
dmission is $10, stu- 
dents and seniors $8 and 


unday December 7 at 2 
p.m. in the Technology 

enter located at the 
Haverhill campus. This 
event is open to the pub- 
lic. Tickets are $5 and can 
be purchased at the door. 


he opportunity to make 
submissions to Parnassus 
has officially passed as of 
December 1. Good luck to 
all that made submissions 
land you can start resub- 

itting in the next school 


Courtesy of gamespot.com 
The main character in “Mirror’s Edge,” Faith. 


“Mirror's Edge’ is the video 
game for anyone who has ever want- 
ed to know what it feels like to 
almost die while jumping from 
rooftop to rooftop. Based off the 
urban art of parkour, or freestyle, you 
play as a Runner named Faith, who 
has to work against authorities who 
have wrongfully framed her sister for 
murder.” 

-Nick Sermuksnis 


TED, THE 
DOWNSIZED 
STORMTROOPER. 


12/03 


FINDS TOUGH 
COMPETITION 
FOR JOBS EVEN 
ON OTHER 
PLANETS. 


brewrockit@yahoo.com — www.gocomics.com/brewsterrockit 


©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. All rights reserved 


Feehan 


©2006 Herry Slies. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, inc. 


“| 


“Miranda, this is Larry, my old therapist — Larry 
knows all my secrets ... and some of yours.” 


©2008 Harry Blins. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, inc. 


www.harrybliss.com 


“It’s times like this | wish | had 
a dog ... instead of a husband.” 


©2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


PSYCHIATRIC 
HELP 5¢ 


THE DOCTOR 


IS [iN] 


www. harrybliss.com 


“What?!” 
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OOOH! * 
| HOPE HE 
PICKS ME! 


“Sometimes | like to come here by myself and 
contemplate ... or just scream about you.” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Thorax 
6 Model 

Macpherson 

10 Kitchen boss 

14 River horse 

15 Tolstoy and 
Durocher 

16___ Grey tea 

17 Arrivederci, 
Andre 

18 Rear position 

19 Queue 

20 Misleading 

22 “Kate& __” 

23 Stop 

24 Gets up 

25 Shrubs 

28 Raw minerals 

29 JFK data 

30 Isaac and 
Howard 

33 Mine vehicle 

37 Sprinkle after a 
shower 

39 Overjoy 

40 Farm structure 

41 Flushing 
stadium 

42 Conductor's 
sticks 

44 Retrieve 

45 Knock for a loop 

47 Stick on 

49 Disunited 

52 Brawl 

54 Body part 

55 Uses the wrong 
letters 

59 Whey’s 
companion 

60 Fires 

61 Pilfer 

62 Tot seat 

63 Comic Johnson 

64 Scarlett’s last 
name 

65 Gets the point 

66 HST’s lady 

67 Like computer 
geeks 


DOWN 
1 African nation 
2 Sweep under 
the rug 
3 Heroic poem 
4 After-banquet 
event 
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5 Pate covers 
6 Perry or 
Havelock 
7 AWOL part 
8 Come up short 
9 Superlative 
suffix 
10 Some string 
players 
1+ Flags down 
12 Ford from 
Tennessee 
13 Takes flight 
21 Gustatory organ 
22 Metric measure 
24 Stocks of 
weapons 
25 Aquaduct action 
26 Bryce Canyon 
state 
27 Mall event 
28 Aware of 
31 Zest 
32 Snitch 
34 Latvia's capital 
35 Eldest Baldwin 
36 Nocturnal insect 
38 Small waterfalls 


Solutions 
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43 Relative by 
marriage 

46 Decimal base 

48 Develop a bite? 

49 Soft footwear 

50 Dried fruit 

51 Think alike 


52 Coins 

53 Double curves 
55 Stable female 
56 Regan’s king 
57 Pork fat 

58 Bump off 

60 Taxi 
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Literary magazine is in the 


crosshairs of senate sniper 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 

” AND SEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


Parnassus is stuck in the throes of apa- 
thy. Its already measly budget is under the 
knife of the Student Senate and lack of inter- 
est from the student body shows signs of 
distress that could threaten the existence of 
Northern Essex's acclaimed and award-win- 
ning literary magazine. 

Literary magazines are a staple of 
schools across the country, but outside of 
critic circles they rarely carry mainstream 
appeal. Northern Essex is a school designed 
“ for people to walk in one door and out the 
other. While it offers a variety of extracur- 
ricular activities for students it understands 
that most of them have places to go and bills 
to pay. 

The nature of the beast can be compared 
to budding civilizations. Students, like early 
settlers, spend a great deal of their time just 
trying to get by. When their primary concern 
is surviving the struggle of every day life, 
there isn't a lot of room for artistic pleasure. 

The Parnassus racks are right in the mid- 
dle of the Spurk lobby and many students 
have to cut around them to get to their desti- 
* ‘nation. That said last semester was the first 
time the racks were completely empty in a 
quick fashion. 

This successful depletion can be attrib- 
uted to third-year advisor Patrick Lochelt's 
decision to move the publication from once 
a semester to once a year. This decision 
marked Parnassus’ first full-color issue. 
With an improved design and a well of sub- 
missions to draw from it was a major hit 
with readers. 

“I'm trying to raise the bar,” said 
Lochelt, “the older ones. , .not trying to put 
them down, but they didn't look like there 
was a lot of work put into them.” 

Even though it earned Parnassus second 
place in the Community College Humanities 
Association's Annual Literary Magazine 
Competition for the East it also proved a 
note of interest for the Senate to decide the 

Parnassus budget. 
* “The Student Senate writes that as, ‘well 
if you're only putting out one [a year] you 
only need half of the budget,’” said Lochelt. 

“The way funding works for clubs: 
Depending on the number of members you 
have you get a certain amount of money,” 
explained Jacob Friend, member of the 
» Student Senate, “there is only four, five 
members on the Parnassus right now.” 

Parnassus ads adorn almost every bul- 
letin board and hallway of the campus. This 


has been Parnassus' foremost technique at 
creating awareness but its stylish and 
provocative pitch hasn't caught all eyes. 

“I have no idea what that is,” said 
Nicholas Dunn, a student at Northern Essex, 
when asked if he reads Parnassus, “so no.” 

Originally published in 1965, Parnassus 
has continued to serve as an outlet for the 
earnest creativity of Northern Essex's writ- 
ers and artists. Lathon Jones-Downing lit up 
at the mention of Parnassus. 

“I write poetry and do photography for 
Parnassus. I love it, I get excited.” enthused 
Jones-Downing. 

Jones-Downing's contributions to 
Parnassus are appreciated, but even those 
who know about Parnassus aren't prone to 
cracking it open. 

“No I don't, I just, I'm lazy I suppose. I 
know what it is obviously. I have friends 
who have submitted stuff,” said Music 
major Alexi Watts. 

While there is a mix of enthusiasm and 
confusion pertaining to Parnassus, Hunter 
Comeau, a member on the Parnassus staff, 
reassures, “people are picking up all the 
books. As soon as they see them they're 
there.” 

“T think it's the getting people interested 
during the year,” said Comeau, “most stu- 
dents who aren't submitting don't know 
what's going on with Parnassus.” 

“We're not doing huge things to get our 
name out there. We talk about things, we 
come up with really great ideas, but it never 
happens,” Comeau explained. 

Membership is a factor in deciding the 
budget and if Parnassus' membership consis- 
tently fluctuates it's hard to pin down where 
it stands. 

“Technically, it's not a club. It's an aca- 
demic group,” revealed Friend, “because, 
y'know, the people who are doing that it's 
part of their major. But they [Student 
Senate] don't see that, they see it as a club.” 

“One of the things I want to move 
towards is make Parnassus a literary produc- 
tion class,” Lochelt gave as an alternative; 
“it's a class. It's good for art people, design 
people, writing people, editing people, jour- 
nalism people, English people and math 
people. It works for everyone.” 

Lochelt believes that the question mark 
hanging above Parnassus isn't the school, 
but the current economic woes. 

“It's not so much a school thing, ‘that's 
not worthy,’ but it's more of a statewide 
thing. No one really knows.” 

During times of crisis, the value of arts 
and entertainment tend to skyrocket. People 
need an escape from the daily turmoil and 
something like Parnassus could prove bene- 
ficial. 

Megan Baldonado, a Graphic Design 
major, believes, “I think students need to 


have a way to get their stuff out there. Even 
if it's only read by other students.” 


Ryan McBride photo 


Parnassus ads must battle with a swath of other advertisements 


for attention. 
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Plan to continue 
your education? 
You owe it to yourself to 
consider Rivier College. 


Undergraduate day and evening 
programs, small classes, great facilities 
and a convenient location — Rivier has 
everything you need to reach your 
personal and professional goals. 


Ready to continue full time? 

Check out our day programs. 

Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors 
including art, biology, business, communications, 
criminal justice, education, English, finance, international 
studies, marketing, mathematics, modern languages, 
nursing, psychology, sociology and more. You'll get 
hands-on experience and become part of a close-knit 
campus community. 


Need to work? Consider our evening programs. 
Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 
and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend 
classes fit your busy schedule. You'll take on real-world 
assignments and learn from classmates who are working 
professionals, as well as from Rivier’s first-rate faculty. 


Want to learn more? Visit www.rivier.edu or call 
1-800-447-4843 to speak with an admissions counselor, 
schedule.a campus tour, or register for an Open House 
or Info Session. 


A 


) Rivier 


Rivier is a Catholic, co-educational 
institution in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. We've been helping 
students start their futures off 
right for 75 years. See what we 
can do for you. 


B® COLLEGE 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 
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Chuck Norris Invitational 


From serial to cereal 
its another battle 


royale for the ages 


By OBSERVER STAFF 
Alt. Edge 


Paul Bouyant: Hello and wel- 
come back to the stage of history. 
After the success of last week’s 
Chuck Norris Invitational the 
Alternative Edge has chosen to high- 
er commentators. 

Donni Xtreme: Yeah the cheap 
nerds finally decided to shell out 
some cash. 

Paul: That's right, Donni. My 
name is Paul Bouyant. 

Donni: And I'm Donni Xtreme! 
So extreme you can't even spell it 
right! 

Paul: Your name is “Donni 
Xtreme?” 

Donni: Well it's really Donald 
Nitro-Horsepower-Explosion 
Xtreme. But that's a mouth full. 

Paul: Right, well, back to the 
task at hand. Tonight we have a Texas 
Tornado of Terror Triple Threat 
Throwdown. 

Donni: Gangland style! 

Paul: That's right, tonight we 
have a cereal killer face off. 

Donni: They did that last week! 

Paul: No this time it’s breakfast 
cereal mascots from General Mills, 
Kelloggs and Quaker Oats. 

Donni: Really? Even Quaker 
Oats? I thought they didn't fight, 
Quakers I mean. 


Paul: Yes that is correct, the 
Quaker himself will be sitting the 
fight out but he's got a good team in 
his place. 

Donni: Extreme! 

Paul: Thank you Donni, the 
teams are set let’s read the card. For 
team General Mills we have Count 
Chocula, The Lucky Charms 
Leprechaun, and The Trix Rabbit. 

Donni: Silly Rabbit, Trix are for 
Kids! 

Paul: Not tonight Donni! 

Donni: Explosion! 

Paul: Then we have Team 
Kelloggs featuring Tony the Tiger 
with Snap and Pop of Rice Krispies 
fame. 

Donni: What about Crackle? 

Paul: Crackle is in rehab and we 
wish him a speedy recovery... 

Donni: Understandable, I used to 
party with him I watched him break 
beer bottles with his... 

Paul: That's enough Donni, this 
is a family show. 

Donni: It's a televised death 
match! 

Paul: It's a family deathmatch. 

Donni: Right. Family. 

Paul: Finally we have Team 
Quaker Oats featuring Capt'n Crunch, 
and Mr. T. 

Donni: Mr. T? 

Paul: He had a cereal once. 

Donni: Oh, sweet. 

Paul: That's right Donni, I pity 
the fool that has to fight him. 

Donni: Did you need to do that? 

Paul: Yes Donni I did. As ever 
our contestants will be released into 
the Stadium of Pain where they will 
fight to the death. Let’s check in on 


some of our fans and see what they 
think! 

Hansel Lopez: Team Quaker 
Oats wins by TKO at 1:51 of round 1. 
Cap’n Crunch would distract the 
other cereals and Mr. T would move 
in for the kill with his amazing one 
liners. All while the Quaker quarter- 
backs everything from the sidelines. 

Christian Stone: Sadly, Team 
Kelloggs doesn’t stand a chance. You 
got a 50-year-old tiger tag teamed up 
with two midgets that can barely hold 
a spoon. The battle here is between 
the General Mills and Quaker Oats. 
As we have seen on Family Guy, 
there is pure hatred between Count 
Chocula and Cap’n Crunch ever since 
the Count started spreading the rumor 
that the Cap’n’s cereal cuts the roof of 
your mouth. So those two will be 
ready to throw down. The fight ulti- 
mately rests in the Trix Rabbit and the 
Lucky Charms Leprechaun vs. Mr. T. 
We all know with the Trix Rabbit’s 
track record he’s a born loser. He 
can’t even steal cereal from elemen- 
tary school kids. He’s weak and his 
desire to succeed just makes me said. 
Mr. T. will take no pity on that fool, 
and the leprechaun will sadly be dis- 
tracted by the gold chains around Mr. 
T.’s neck. It’s going to take more than 
Lucky Charms for the Team General 
Mills to win. Go Quakers. 

Sara Prescott: I’m going with 
Team Quaker Oats on this one. I was 
not aware that Mr. T. had his own 
cereal but I have full faith in the 
Cap’n taking on his adversaries due to 
the fact that they’re animals and a lep- 
rechaun. Please. 

Nick Sermuksnis: Cap’n Crunch 


—_ 


would call in his crunch ship and 
crunchitize the hell out of them. With 
a variety of flavors on his side, noth- 
ing could stand in his way of deli- 
cious triumph. 

THE PRE-FIGHT 

Paul: So all the fans are calling it 
for Quaker Oats! 

Donni: | think it’s from the Mr. T. 
factor. You just can't fight that guy. 

Paul: I'm with you on that Donni, 
let’s get to the fight! 

THE FIGHT 

Paul: Wow Tony the Tiger burst 
out of the starting gate and is heading 
straight for Trix the Rabbit. 

Donni: My God he ripped Trix in 
half! 

Paul: Oh the lack of humanity! 

Donni: Extreme! 

Paul: As predicted The Cap'n and 
Chocula are duking it out one on one. 

Donni: It's a bloodbath out there! 

Paul: What is Snap doing? 

Donni: He’s slamming his own 
head against a dumpster! 

Paul: It's the Snap Berserker 
Rage! 

Donni: OH SNAP! 

Paul: You totally did not just go 
there! 

Donni: [ did and I'm proud! 

Paul: You would be. 

Donni: The Cap'n looks like he’s 
on the ropes and Mr. T. is single- 
handedly fighting Pop, Tony the 
Tiger, and Lucky! But wait, what’s 
this!? 

Donni: The Quaker has thrown 
Cap'n a Lancer! 

Paul: The assault rifle with a 
chainsaw mounted underneath it from 
the hit “Gears of War” video game 


franchise? 

Donni: You got that right, and 
this has tumed into a slaughter house. 

Paul: There’s nowhere to run 
now, who would have thought the 
pacifist Quaker would have a chain- 
saw gun? 

Donni: | think it was a ruse from 
the start, let’s get a camera on the 
Quaker! 

Paul: My God, it’s legendary 
actor Burt Reynolds! Let’s go down 
to the floor for the victory speech! 

VICTORY SPEECH 

Mr. T: You’re not so great now 
are you Tony the Tiger! I pity the fool 
who messes with Mr. T.'s balanced 
breakfast. I'd like to thank Burt 
Reynolds, and God, and my Mom. 

Cap'n Crunch: You got cruncha- 
tized! 7 

Burt Reynolds: My career isn't ~ 
what it used to be, but with Chuck 
Norris' Machismo, I could be on top 
again. I'm coming after you, Norris! 

THE POST FIGHT 

Paul: Talk about calling out the 
champion. Two weeks in and things 
are getting interesting. 

Donni: Now let’s go clean up the 
arena. 

Paul: That's not in my contract. 

Donni: What? But I have to... 

Paul: Next time, in the last fight 
of the season we have Bonds vs. 
Bonds as the new and old James 
Bonds fight to the death to see who 
was the best Bond of all time. Until 
next time fight fans remember this, a 
balanced breakfast is the key to a 
healthy, active life. Goodnight 
friends. 

Donni: Donni out. 


ARIES. (March 21- 
April 20) - Budget deci- 
sions may this week help 
resolve short-term money 
problems. Key issues involve recent 
changes to daily spending habits, 
timed payments and/or leasing agree- 
ments. Although financial luck is 
high in the coming weeks, expect 
added paperwork and brief delays. If 
so, stay focused: positive progress 
will soon be established. Later this 
weekend a friend or lover will move 
beyond yesterday's emotional limita- 
tions. Offer encouragement: vital 
breakthroughs are needed. 


a 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Love relation- 
Taurus Ships will soon begin a 
subtle period of romantic 
expression and renewed affection. 
Late Tuesday watch for a close friend 
or lover to leave behind feelings of 
doubt or mistrust. In the coming 
weeks many Taureans will actively 
discuss future romantic plans. Ask 
for bold promises: this is the right 
time to clearly reveal your ideals, 
needs and expectations. After 
Thursday family members may 
require extra private time. Plan 
accordingly: your sensitivity will be 
rewarded. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) - Workplace 

duties will dramatically 

Gewint change over the next few 
days. Legal requirements, 

team assignments and payment 
schedules may all be affected. In the 
coming weeks expect an end to daily 


restrictions. Remain optimistic: for 
many Geminis significant career 
advancements will soon follow. After 
mid-week loved ones may offer valu- 
able social suggestions. If possible, 
plan unique gatherings and home 
events: a close friend or lover may 
need to feel involved and appreciat- 
ed. 


50 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Vivid dreams 
or sudden intuitions may 
this week increase emo- 
tional awareness. Areas affected are 
family triangles and the romantic 
motives of loved ones. Pace yourself 
and wait for further clarity: at present 
key insights may be strongly influ- 
enced by past disappointments. After 
Thursday some Cancerians will be 
asked to decide between a trusted 
relationship and an exciting new love 
interest. Take your time: complex 
social and lasting romantic conse- 
quences will soon emerge. 


J2, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Short-term romantic 
encounters will this week 
provide many moments of 
gentle insight. Early this week watch 
loved ones for subtle messages or 
intriguing gestures of love. For some 
Leos intimacy and emotional abun- 
dance will now offer new home or 
lifestyle choices. Wednesday through 
Sunday financial information and 
business messages may trigger pow- 
erful career ideas. Trust your 
instincts: in the coming months rare 
opportunities will bring meaningful 
improvements. 


VIRGO (Aug. 
Thy 23-Sept. 22) - Paperwork, 
2 spending habits and busi- 
hes od ness contracts may now 
require special consideration. Before 
mid-week trusted colleagues and 
close friends will rely heavily on 
your continued dedication to detail. 
Avoid costly delays, if possible, and 
refuse to divide your attention 
between competing projects: your 
leadership is needed. After Thursday 
a new friendship may quickly tur 
romantic. If so, ask for added time: 
emotional decisions are now best 
approached with caution. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) - Romantic decisions 

~,.. and new friendships are 
Soden accented over the next few 
days. Long-term relationships may 
now be briefly challenged by unique 
social proposals. Establish better 
communications and expect 
increased honesty: loved ones will 
soon ask for reassurance. Late this 
week some Librans may feel pres- 
sured into accepting extra workplace 
duties. Business responsibility will 
soon increase: pace yourself and ask 
for completed records or new paper- 


work. 
Ny, Nov. 22) - Dramatic social 
comments and unusual 
Scorpio family dynamics can be 
expected over the next two 
days. Loved ones may now be easily 
influenced by group speculation, 
gossip or fast exchanges of emotion- 
al information. If so, don't be drawn 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


into unproductive discussions: 
progress will be slow. Later this 
week a friend or colleague may pro- 
pose a rare financial partnership. 
Study documents but accept new 
risk: this is an excellent time for cre- 
ative ventures and fast business deci- 
sions. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 

Sudden intuitions may 
Sagittarius this week have a power- 
ful affect on key relationships. At 
present, your ability to understand 
the emotional limits of loved ones is 
high. Carefully consider the past his- 
tory or family patterns of all 
involved: patience and diplomacy 
will bring the desired results. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights complex workplace decisions 
and minor disputes with co-workers. 
Tensions may be high but refuse to 
abandon your original ideas and all 


will be well. 

Pm, 

oO 22-Jan. 20) - Loved ones 

: will this week be thankful 

shape of your support and guid- 
ance. Delicate social issues or 
romantic indecision may have 
recently caused added stress or 
doubt. Offer creative suggestions and 
expect friends or lovers to slowly 
develop an improved outlook. After 
mid-week avoid new spending or 
long-term financial promises. In the 
coming weeks home expenses and 
housing agreements may require 
careful planning: expect fast changes 
and complex daily choices. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) - Early 
this week romantic or 
family relations may be 
temporarily strained. After Tuesday 
expect loved ones to make emotional 
demands or be easily distracted by 
misleading information. Offer con- 
sistent facts and wait for others to 
adopt an attitude of group accept- 
ance. Wednesday through Saturday 
watch for business discussions to 
reveal an unexpected legal problem. 
Unfinished projects or neglected 
documents may trigger fast chal- 
lenges: ask for valid and reliable 
promises. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Close friends 
may soon bring valuable 
social changes into your 
life. Over the next six days expect 
hobbies, unique activities and new 
forms of entertainment to be espe- 
cially energizing. Travel, exotic cul- 
tures or educational programs may 
also provide new outlets. Later this 
week new employment documents 
may require open negotiations. After 
Wednesday watch for an older col- 
league or manager to propose an 
unrealistic workplace solution. Stay 
calm: much is changing. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is _ this 
week...newly begun love affairs or 
social flirtations will now be put to 
the test. Over the next five weeks 
watch for outside influences, family 
disputes or fast proposals for reloca- 
tion to create intense discussions 
between loved ones. 


aved 
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“Will Plaxico be the next to go? 


On and off field 
‘ antics pose trouble 
in New York 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


ve , On. Friday 


~ Nov. 28, New 
York Giants 
marquis receiv- 
er Plaxico 
Burress acci- 
H dentally shot 
himself with a 
firearm while in 
Sa Manhattan 
nightclub he 
~ attended with 
fellow teammates, running back 
Derrick Ward and linebacker Antonio 
Pierce. It isn’t the first distraction 
Burress has wrought upon his team 
this season. As a matter of fact, the 
star receiver could be on the chop- 
ping block. 

The three men arrived at the 
nightclub around 11:30 p.m. and 
were allowed to bypass security, even 
though they krew he was armed, 
according to n lice. At this juncture 
the club is in full cooperation with 
the investigation. Around 12:05 a.m., 
Burress was being escorted to the 
VIP section of the club, with a drink 
in hand, and somehow managed to 
fumble his gun causing it to dis- 
charge, hitting him in the thigh. 
Police say that Pierce retrieved the 
gun, helped Burress to their car and 
they left. As of now it’s unclear 
where the two went from there. There 
was a two hour gap of time between 
when they left the club and when 
they arrived at the hospital around 
2:20 a.m. Despite the fact Burress 
checked into Comell Hospital under 
the fake name Harris Smith, the staff 
recognized him and failed to report 
the incident as required by law. 


Celtics: 


Is it time to buy 
playoff tickets 
_ yet? 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 
: Pam Just 18 
4 games into the 
regular season, 


the Boston 
4 Celtics have 
) Wy) already Te- 


established 
themselves as 
the elite team in 
) the NBA. 
Competition 
this far through the season has been 
futile. 
The Celtics hold a 16-2 record in 
the Atlantic Division of the Eastern 
> Conference; the next best team is the 
New Jersey Nets at 9-7. They hold a 
6 game lead in their division, the 
largest lead of all 6 divisions in bas- 
ketball. Aside from the Nets, there is 
no other team -in the division with a 
winning percentage above 50 per- 


Burress was released from the hospi- 
tal at 1 p.m. on Saturday. The New 
York Daily News reported that Pierce 
tried to hide the gun, which was 
eventually retrieved from Burress’ 
home in New Jersey. 

On Saturday, Giants General 
Manager Jerry Reese had many ques- 
tions to answer about the fate of his 
main wide out but when asked about 
Burress, he had no comments. When 
asked about Pierce, he kept it profes- 
sional. 

“Antonio is working on beating 
the Redskins right now. That’s where 
his focus is and that’s where it should 
be,” he said. 

After the game on Sunday it was 
Pierce’s turn to answer questions but 
he remained vague for the most part. 

He wouldn’t comment on 
whether or not he had a lawyer yet or 
his involvement in the case but when 
asked if he was worried about his 
position in the incident he simply 
replied, “No. I’m fine where I’m at.” 

New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was all about enforcing 
the punishment when it came to the 
famed Burress. He’s pulling for full 
prosecution of state law that requires 
mandatory prison time for carrying a 
concealed, loaded weapon. 

“T don’t think that anyone should 
be exempt from that, and I think it 
would be an outrage if we didn’t 
prosecute to the fullest extent of the 
law, particularly people in the public 
domain, make their living because of 
their visibility... they’re the role 
models for our kids,” Bloomberg 
proclaimed. 

ESPN’s legal analyst Roger 
Cossack reported that Burress could 
face up to seven years in prison if 
convicted of a felony possession of a 
concealed fire arm without a permit. 
Burress has a permit to carry the 
weapon in Florida, although it 
expired in May, and New York does- 
n’t acknowledge out of state permits 
anyway. 

The NFL and the Giants fran- 


cent. As a matter of fact, they’re the 
only team in the Atlantic that has a 
point differential in the positives. 
Meaning that on average the Celtics 
win by 8.1 points a game, and on 
average, everyone else in the Atlantic 
loses every game on average. That’s 
including the Nets who average 2.4 
points less than their opponents every 
game 

In terms of the rest of the league, 
Boston’s 16 wins happen to be the 
best in the league. Granted their win- 
ning percentage is less than the Los 

Lakers who are 14-] 

889, LA. .933) they still 
amassed the 16 wins that 
Boston has and they’re not in our 
The most chal- 
lenging team the Celtics will have to 
square off against in the East is the 
Cleveland Cavaliers at 14-3 lead by 
the phenom Lebron James 

For years now the East has been 
the rather whimsical conference in 
the NBA, which continues to ring 
true this season as only 6 of the 15 
teams in the conference have won 
more games than they’ve lost thus 
far. 

The Celtics individually just 


Angeles 
(Boston 
haven't 


conference anyway 


chise have a long road ahead of them 
when determining the future of 
Burress, but as of now their respec- 
tive hands are tied until the police can 
conclude their investigation. 

“This is a law enforcement mat- 
ter and we are continuing to cooper- 
ate fully with the police. In addition it 
will be reviewed under our league 
policies,” said Greg Aiello, 
spokesman for the NFL. 

Giants CEO and president John 
Mara took the same stance: “I want to 
wait until we find out all the facts and 
circumstances before we make any 
determination. I don’t know what 
happened there, and until we find out 
exactly what happened, I’m not 
going to make any comment or any 
decision about what his future is,” he 


said. 


Mara continued to say that the 
Giants organization would also fully 
cooperate and condone whatever 
actions taken by the law and the 
league. The team is considering plac- 
ing him on the non-football injury 
reserve list, which would make him 
ineligible to play the rest of the sea- 
son. It would also allow the Giants to 
recover some of the money they were 
expected to pay him this season. 

Despite this being the most 
ridiculous of Plaxico Burress’ antics 
this season, it’s not nearly the first of 
many problems he has brought to his 
club. On Oct. 5, he was suspended 
for one game and fined a little over 
$117,000 after missing a team meet- 
ing because of “family issues” which 
included picking his son up from 
school. On Oct. 24, Burress was 
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It was Plaxico Burress who caught the game winning 
touchdown pass against New England last Superbowl 


Calling All Competitors 


can’t be stopped. The “Big Three” as 
they’re called (Kevin Garnett, Paul 
Pierce and Ray Allen) are all playing 
pristine ball right now. Each of the 
three averages over 16 points per 
game. Add to that the dominating 
defense of Kendrick Perkins averag- 
ing over two blocks a game, and the 
non-selfish play of Rajon Rondo who 
averages 6.9 assists per game. As a 
team, there are only two categories 
that Boston opponents actually have 
higher numbers in, turnovers per 
game and personal fouls per game, 
two attributes that absolutely no team 
would be proud to hold. 

On that note, even though it’s a 
week into the season, it would be a 
virtual guarantee that the Celtics 
would make the playoffs again this 
season, with a definite possibility of 
another championship run. A total of 
8 teams from each conference make 
the playoffs, the Celtics have the best 
record in their conference and are 
showing no signs of slowing down. 
It’s a safe bet to assume the Celtics 
will reappear in playoffs next sum- 
mer, so start saving up for some play- 
off tickets now. 


fined $45,000 for three violations and 
penalties against the San Francisco 
49ers, including verbally abusing 
officials during the game, making 
“inappropriate comments” about 
officiating after the game, and $5,000 
for throwing as football into the 
stands. Two days later, on Oct. 26, he 
sat the first quarter against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers for missing treat- 
ments on a neck injury he had at the 
time. Aside from being a great on the 
field presence, his compassion seems 
lacking as does his off the field 
behavior. 

On Monday, as expected, Burress 
turned himself into authorities. 
Shortly after 8 a.m., Burress arrived 
at the 17th precinct in a black 
Cadillac Escalade, soon after he was 
seen being led from the station in 
handcuffs, placed into the back of a 
car and taken downtown to be 
booked before appearing in court. A 
crowd had gathered as Burress was 
lead to the car, he was silent but stood 
tall, without a visible limp. 
According to his lawyer, Benjamin 
Brafman, they intend to plead not 
guilty to the allegations and remain 
optimistic. 

“My hope is that it plays out well 
and he can continue his career, 
because he’s a good person I think, 
with a brilliant athletic career. And it 
would be terrible if a single isolated 
incident could ruin a life,” he stated. 

Regardless of what happens with 
the NFL and the Giants themselves, 
the main focus for all parties 
involved has been the safety and well 
being of Burress and how hard the 
state of New York decides to prose- 
cute. The incident itself has become 
bigger than the NFL. As Bloomberg 
said, this man is a role model for chil- 
dren and these types of incidents and 
behaviors won’t be tolerated; just ask 
Michael Vick. No matter who you 
are, famous or not, there’s no hiding 
from the law, and it looks like 
Plaxico Burress could be the next 
athlete to understand it to the fullest. 
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Kevin Garnett and the Boston Celtics are pumped up 


looking forward to repeat what they did last year 


Superstition 
prevails once 
again 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


Superstition reigns over sports. 
There is no way around it. Players in 
all sports have unorthodox routines, 
procedures, and fears. Some football 
players never wash their jock straps. 
Baseball players often jump over the 
foul lines, for stepping on it could 
bring them bad luck. 

The Madden video game cover 
curse has plagued the NFL for years 
starting with Tennessee Titans run- 
ning back Eddie George in 2001. The 
previous year George has put up 
career high numbers in carries, rush- 
ing yards, receptions and rushing 
touchdowns. After being placed on 
the cover of the video game, he 
injured his toe and his numbers 


The Observer Curse 


tanked. Next year it was Vikings 
quarterback Daunte Culpepper who 
struggled for 11 games and then was 
sidelined for the remainder of the 
season with a knee injury. The curse 
continued through the years shifting 
the bad karma to players like 
Marshall Faulk and Michael Vick. 
Faulk is no longer playing football 
and as we all know Vick is rotting 
away in prison on animal cruelty 
charges. 

Sports Illustrated has even had to 
deal with a curse of their own. On 
March 5, 2001, a young, studly 
Nomar Garciaparra posed on the 
cover, just days later it was revealed 
that he split a tendon in his right wrist 
and his career hasn’t been the same 
since. In January of 2002, Michael 
Jordan appeared on the cover and I 
know what you’re thinking, he does- 
n’t even play basketball anymore, 
what’s the worst that could happen? 
Well, just two days after the release 
of the issue, his wife divorced him. 
Two games after St. Louis Rams’ 
quarterback Kurt Warner was fea- 
tured on the cover, he broke his 
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Nomar Garciaparra, pictured here in his Red Sox 
days, is one of many athletes plagued by a curse 


‘Crock’ Lesnar 


Brock Lesnar keeps 
pile-driving the wide 
world of sports 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


On Novy. 15, ironically the 15th 
anniversary of the inaugural UFC 
tournament in 1993, there was a 
changing of the guard. At UFC °91, 
hall of famer and six time UFC 
champion Randy “The Natural” 
Couture (16-9) fell victim to a 
TKO at the hands of 2000 NCAA 
heavyweight wrestling champion 
and former WWE superstar Brock 
Lesnar (3-1). 

The crowning of a former pro- 
fessional wrestler as the new UFC 
heavyweight champion has caused 
an uproar amongst some MMA 
(mixed martial arts) fans. This isn’t 
necessarily new, as Japan ‘has had a 
long 


tradition of professional - 


wrestlers crossing over into MMA 
and finding success and vice versa. 

Some examples include 
Kazushi Sakuraba, Josh Barnett, 
Kazuyuki Fujita and the one that 
sticks out most being Yoshihiro 
Takayama (to know why just check 
out his fight against Don Frye). 

To me Lesnar being the new 
champion just opens up a world of 
possiblities when it comes to 
potential super fights. Here’s my 
list of the five most exciting ones: 

Fedor Emelianenko (29-1): 
Ever since Lesnar announced he 
was trying his hand at MMA, many 
speculated that he had the potential 
to take out the number one ranked 
heavyweight in the world, 
Emelianenko. However, 
Emelianenko possesses the techni- 
cal savvy and experience to make 
Lesnar’s size advantage obsolete. 

Josh Barnett (24-5): Shares a 
lot in common with Lesnar, he was 
the original monster wrestler who 
managed to overpower Couture 


pinkie finger. The first injury suf- 
fered since becoming the team’s 
quarterback, he would miss the next 
five games. 

Still don’t believe in supersti- 
tion? Well luckily enough the ethere- 
al phenomenon has made its way to 
the NECC Observer newspaper. 
Sadly we’ll take full responsibility 
for what happened to one player on 
the NECC Knights, for the Boston 
Red Sox and the Tennessee Titans 

In our Sept. 17 edition of the 
paper, I wrote about a particular bas- 
ketball player on the NECC Knights 
who I believed to be an unbelievable 
talent. I even wrote, “the opposition 
should be fearful,” but never did I 
expect him to provoke the kind of 
fear he did. A source close to the 
team, who preferred not to be named, 
recently told me that during a game, 
the player in question lost his compo- 
sure and punched an opposing team 
member in the face. Not exactly what 
I had in mind when I said the opposi- 
tion should be fearful, but neverthe- 
less I still stand by my comment, 
maybe even more so now. 

Contributing reporter Meredith 
Plante and I couldn’t say enough 
about the Red Sox and how much of 
an advantage they had over the 
Tampa Bay Rays if it ever came 
down to that match up in the play- 
offs. And this was all before the reg- 
ular season even ended. But low and 
behold by the next issue, we had 
written our favorite team right out of 
contention. 

Finally, just two weeks ago, the 
Tennessee Titans were 10-0 on their 
way to proving all their doubters 
wrong. It was quite the story indeed, 
until just five days later they lost 
their first game of the season to the 
New York Jets. I apologize to any 
Titans fans in circulation. 

If you still don’t believe in super- 
stition then I don’t know what to tell 
you. All the signs are there, you just 
have to notice I suppose. But if you 
are a believer then take comfort in 
these words: The Patriots will not 
make the playoffs, Kevin Garnett is 
going to get injured and the Boston 
Bruins are going to choke in the end. 
There, I hope that does the trick. 


and TKO him. It’s just a matter of 
the UFC putting aside their bad 
blood with Barnett in order to see 
this clash of the titans. 

Gabriel Gonzaga (10-3): 
Probably one of the most well- 
rounded fighters in the fight game 
today. After his brutal KO of feared 
striker Mirko “Cro Cop” 
Fillipovic, the world noticed 
Gonzaga had ‘the striking to go 
along with his world class submis- 
sion skills. 

Andrei Arlovski (15-5): Now 
that Lesnar feels his striking is at 
elite level it would be interesting to 
pit him against a fighter who is 
known for his kickboxing and crisp 
combinations. Trial by fire. 

Shane Carwin (9-0): Alongside 
Cain Velazquez, Carwin was 
placed on the back burner by UFC 
brass due to Lesnar’s popularity. It 
would be interesting to pit Lesnar 
against another fighter who also 
walks around at 6’3” and weighs in 
at 265 pounds. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia |- 
QUESTIONS: 


1. What sport, 
played by Harvard 
teams starting in 

1871, was common- 
ly referred to as the - 
“Boston game?" 


2. What religious 
leader is credited 


with inventing nine / 
pin bowling? 
3. Who won the 
“Athlete of the ; 


Decade” honors in 
the 1960’s? 


4. What was the first 
non-U.S. country to |. 


win the Little League 
World Series? 


5. In baseball, what 
does the term “can 
of corn” refer to? 
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Anthony Cataldi, who moonlights as the NECC Knight 
mascot, looks on as fellow students play Ping-Pong. 


- You want to 
transfer to a 
» college that fits. 


© At Merrimack 
| College, we 
| make that easy. 


e Catholic, coeducational college 
¢ Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
¢ Academic and need-based scholarships available 
* Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 
¢ Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engincering; Business 
¢ Housing available to transfer students 
© Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
© Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 
transfer students 


Academic Excellence 
Accounting, Athletic Training, Biology /Biotechnology, Chemistry, 
Civil Engineering, Computer Science /Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Cnminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, Internauonal Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine/ Pre-Physical Therapy/ 
Strength & Conditioning. 
Come Visit Us! 
e Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 

(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 
© Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 

Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu * admission@merrimack.edu * 978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


Transfer your credits. 
Transform your life. 


Make the move to Northeastern and take the next step in your 
education. The College of Professional Studies is committed to 
making a Northeastern University education accessible with fast 
and flexible credit transfers, competitive tuition, and a variety of 
financial aid packages. 


¢ More than 35 undergraduate degrees 
e Flexible evening and online courses 
e Fast-track accelerated bachelor’s degrees 


Northeastern University 


é 


College of Professional Studies 


Next terms start January 5" and February 17" 
877.668.7727 www.northeastern.edu/cps/transfer 


